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WHO REALLY RUNS 
COOPER UNION? 


By Bob Feldman 


The Cooper Union Administration's 
April announcement that it will be 
abandoning its free tuition policy and 
establishing a tuition of nearly $20,000 
for future Cooper Union students is 
based on its claim that the tax-exempt, 
"non-profit" college can no longer 
afford to provide free tuition. 

However, according to the 
Cooper Union Administration's most 
recent Form 990 financial filing, for 
working 35 hours a week between 
July 1,2011 and June 30, 2012, the 
following "non-profit" Cooper Union 
administrators and professors, for 
example, received the following total 
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July 1,2011 and June 30, 2012, 
the book value of "non-profit" 
Cooper Union's endowment funds 
increased from over $609 million to 
over $640 million-and is currently 
estimated to exceed $666 million, 
the value of Cooper Union's net 
assets increased from $576,032,253 
to $576,235,352 and Cooper Union's 
annual investment income from stock 
dividends and interest was over 
$35.5 million. 

Over $29 million of the book 
value of tax-exempt Cooper Union's 
investments represents its Hedge 
Funds holdings, over $39 million 
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post on the Independent Business 
Organization [IBO] blog, New 
York City's Department of Finance 
estimates that the current market 
value of the Chrysler Building real 
estate owned by Cooper Union 
exceeds $448 million. 

Most students and Lower East Side 
community residents are opposed to 
the Democratic Obama Administration's 
use of Pentagon and CIA drone 
weapons to wage endless war against 
civilians in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen 
and other foreign countries or to spy on 
U.S. citizens domestically. 

Yet, since 2011, the trustees 
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Administration, Pentagon and CIA's 
endless drone war abroad and for 
drone spying on U.S. citizens at home. 

Besides his role as a trustee 
of MITRE, Campbell, who is still 
being paid over $178,000 a year 
by the trustees of Cooper Union, 
also sits on the board of directors 
of Con Edison-Campbell is, in fact, 
the chairman of the compensation 
committee of Con Edison's board of 
directors that recently "gave Con Ed's 
top executives more than $600,000 
in extra bonuses...on top of the 
annual bonuses" that "executives" 
like "Kevin M. Burke, the company's 
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following "non-profit" Cooper Union 
administrators and professors, for 
example, received the following total 
annual compensation packages from 
the Cooper Union board of trustees: 

1. Cooper Union School of 
Architecture Dean Anthony Vidley 
was given a total compensation 
package of $327,333; 

2. Cooper Union Vice-President 
of Development Derek Wittner was 
given a total compensation package 
of $300,858; 

3. Cooper Union President 
Jamshed Bharucha was given a total 
compensation package of $387,079 
and "was provided with housing as a 
condition of employment;" 

4. Cooper Union Vice-President 
for Finance and Administration and 
Treasurer Theresa Westcott was given 
a total compensation package of 
$296,238; 

5. Cooper Union School of Art 
Dean Judith Saskia Bos was given 
a total compensation package of 
$250,516; 

6. Cooper Union Professor of 
Engineering Simon Ben Avi was 
given a total compensation package 
of $235,424; 

7. Cooper Union Dean of 
Humanities and Social Science 
William Germano was given a total 
compensation package of $249,084; 

8. Cooper Union Professor of 
Civil Engineering Jameel Ahmad was 
given a total compensation package 
of $195,389; 

9. Cooper Union Secretary to the 
Board of Trustees Lawrence Cacciatore 
was given a total compensation 
package of $153,131; and 

10. Cooper Union Dean of the 
Engineering School Eleanor Baum 
was paid $110,850. 

And, according to its most recent 
Form 990 financial filing, between 


uver 5>zv million ot the book 
value of tax-exempt Cooper Union's 
investments represents its Hedge 
Funds holdings, over $39 million 
represents its Limited Partnership 
holdings and over $557 million 
represents its real estate investment 
properties. As Cooper Union Board 
of Trustees Chairman Mark Epstein 
noted in a May 14, 2013 letter to the 
editor that appeared in the May 17, 
2013 issue of the New York Times: 
"We 'own' the Chrysler Building 
subject to a long-term ground 
lease...Retaining our Chrysler 
holdings provides an outstanding 
revenue stream...Revenue of $28 
million a year, rising to as much as 
$55 million in 2018." According to 
Doug Turetsky's February 12, 2013 


civilians in Afghanistan, rakistan, Yemen 
and other foreign countries or to spy on 
U.S. citizens domestically. 

Yet, since 2011, the trustees 
of Cooper Union-who recently 
undemocratically decided to 
transform Cooper Union from a free- 
tuition college to one that will require 
its entering students in the Fall of 
2014 to start coughing-up nearly 
$20,000 in tuition for each academic 
year of study, have been paying, in 
yearly installments of over $178,000, 

$1,071,000 in "compensation" 
to former Cooper Union President 
George Campbell. Since 2011, 
Campbell has been a member of 
the board of trustees of The MITRE 
Corporation, which develops 
weapons technology for the Obama 


top executives more than $6UU,UUU 
in extra bonuses...on top of the 
annual bonuses" that "executives" 
like "Kevin M. Burke, the company's 
chairman and chief executive" who 
"got an additional $315,000, taking 
his total pay for the year to $7.4 
million," received, according to an 
April 25, 2013 New York Times article 
by Patrick McGeehan. 

Although Cooper Union 
President Emeritus, MITRE Trustee 
and Con Ed Director Campbell 
and his wife-a Sloan Foundation 
trustee and Tisch School of the Arts 
Dean-are African-American, at least 
20 of the 23 members of Cooper 
Union's board of trustees these days 
are still white; and only 2 of the 
Cooper Union trustees are women. 

Yet, like Campbell, most Cooper 
Union trustees have business, political, 
financial or professional involvements 
with external off-campus organizations 
whose special economic and political 
interests conflict with the economic 
class interests and political interests 
of most Cooper Union students 
and Lower East Side community 
residents. Cooper Union trustees are 
members of "The One Percent" that 
profit most from the U.S. power elite, 
Real Estate Industry and Wall Street's 
undemocratic plutocratic control of 
the U.S. economic and political system. 

According to Cooper Union's 
website, for example, Cooper Union 
Trustee Jeffrey Gural, who has sat on 
the board of trustees since 2003, is 
Chairman of Newmark Knight Frank, 
a "real estate management firm" that 
"currently manages approximately 
one hundred fifty buildings in the 
Metropolitan area, of which they have 
an ownership interest in forty-one 
buildings." Newmark Knight Frank's 
clients include corporations like 
Citigroup, Bloomberg L.P. and the 



Continued on page 16 
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EDWARD KOCH: 1924-2013 



ED KOCH: A 
SONOVOBITUARY 


By A. Kronstadt 


Edward I. Koch, mayor of New 
York City from 1978 through 1989, 
now lies mouldering in his grave 
uptown under a verbose headstone 
on which is inscribed, among a great 
many other things: 

"My father is Jewish. 

My mother is Jewish. I am Jewish." 

-Daniel Pearl, 2002, just before he 
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beefed up horse patrols to control the 
lawless street people. 

So, Koch was never shy about 
showing his right-wing side and, 
considering the political environment 
and era in which he was living, it 
did not take enormous courage to 
adopt the liberal positions that he 
did. When he began setting his eyes 


RACE IN AMERICA 

By Norman Siegel 


The Trayvon Martin/George 
Zimmerman case in Seminole County, 
Florida ended with a not guilty verdict 
on all charges. The incident, trial and 
reaction to the verdict has brought 
focus to the radioactive issues of Race 
in America. Lawyers, law enforcement 
officials, politicians, civil rights leaders 
and many citizens have all weighed 
in expressing their thoughts and 
opinions. President Obama reflected 
publicly on his own experiences as an 
African-American man in the U.S.A.. 

He stated that he and other black men 
have been followed in stores and when 
he and other black men cross a street 
car doors locked and implied that 
these incidents have a negative impact 
on them. The President suggested 
that we as a nation should understand 
that part of the negative reaction to 
the verdict, especially in the African- 
American community, is due to the 
historical "context" of the role race has 
played in America. He suggested that 
Americans, in their homes, workplaces 
and houses of worship begin to 
discuss the issues of Race. 

That suggestion is long overdue. 

The history of Race in America 
is part of our arduous journey for 
freedom, justice and equality for all, 
not some. Our original Constitution 
reflects this reality in that it only 
counts African-Americans as three- 
fifths of whites. Several amendments 
to the Constitution were enacted to 
ameliorate the injustice. The 13th 
Amendment outlawed slavery. The 
14th Amendment provided equal 
protection of the law to all regardless 


In NYC, our schools, our housing 
patterns, city government employment 
and even our movie theaters are, often, 
reflective of this form of separation 
and discrimination. The leaders of the 
Southern Civil Rights Movement taught 
that we need to be honest about Race. 
We cannot accept or mouth the idea 
that we are a "color blind" society. We 
need to, no matter how painful it is, 
admit that Race does play a role in our 
perceptions and stereotypes of each 
other. Moreover, we need to come 
to grips with the fact that often racial 
overtones and stereotyping play a part 
in City, State and National policies. 

We need to discuss these realities 
in order to ameliorate the harmful 
effects of discrimination. We need 
to analyze and change, for example, 
the disproportionate racial impact of 
NYC practices such as Stop and Frisk 
and the dearth of racial minorities in 
high leadership roles at City Hall and 
in most City agencies. It won't be easy 
but it can be done, if we work across 
racial lines to make it happen. 

I suggest that we begin a NYC 
movement. Recently, in North Carolina, 
reacting to a retreat to the promise 
of Freedom, Justice and Equality for 
all, a movement known as "Moral 
Mondays" has emerged where North 
Carolinians gather on Mondays to 
urge the government to enact laws, 
practices and policies that provide 
Freedom, Justice and Equality for all. 
We should do the same here. New 
Yorkers should join together and 
organize events such as Town Hall 
meetings, public panels, discussions, 









many other things: 

"My father is Jewish. 

My mother is Jewish. I am Jewish." 

-Daniel Pearl, 2002, just before he 
was beheaded by a Muslim Terrorist." 

In some ways it typifies Ed 
Koch that he would have the words 
"beheaded" and "Muslim Terrorist" 
among the words carved upon his 
last resting place, as he was a cynical, 
morbid, and prejudiced man. Koch 
rode upon and harnessed a very 
bad energy that existed in NYC 
long before his rise to power, an 
energy that at bottom was based on 
an anti-Black, anti-Latino prejudice 
among ethnic white people, Jewish 
and gentile. His ability to grab New 
York by its racist appendages and 
manipulate white people into letting 
him do things that were bad for 
everybody including white people 
was his real talent. 

Koch was very much like Lyndon 
Baines Johnson in his ability to 
swing around with the wind like a 
weather vane. He started out as a 
politician in the West Village back 
in the old bohemian days and was 
originally the ultimate social liberal. 

In his first campaign, an unsuccessful 
run for N.Y. State Assembly in 1962, 
his platform included repeal of 
New York State's sodomy laws and 
increasing access to legal abortion 
and divorce. During the mid-sixties, 
he volunteered to be a pro bono 
lawyer in police brutality cases, and 
later, as a congressman, he opposed 
the Vietnam War. However, during 
this period when he represented 
Greenwich Village in Congress, he 
also showed his willingness to act as 
a "law and order" figure in his own 
neighborhood, and was instrumental 
in efforts to clean up the Village 
and repress the gay and hippie 
scenes-his response to the Stonewall 
riots was little more than to call for 


and era in which he was living, it 
did not take enormous courage to 
adopt the liberal positions that he 
did. When he began setting his eyes 
on a mayoral run starting in the early 
1970s, he started singing a different 
tune. At that time, particularly in the 
boroughs of NYC outside Manhattan, 
a white backlash was brewing that 
was based on fear of "those people 
taking over the city," namely blacks 
and Puerto Ricans expanding their 
territory and wiping out stable white 
ethnic enclaves, lowering property 
values and bringing crime where it 
supposedly did not exist before. 

In their excellent book City for 
Sale, Jack Newfield and Wayne Barrett 
point out the exact date on which Koch 
decided to change his stripes and join 
the white backlash-November 28, 
1971, when Koch appeared at a rally 
in Forest Hills protesting a proposed 
low-income housing project to be built 
on an undeveloped tract of land in that 
Queens neighborhood. Koch reassured 
the protesters that they were not racists 
for opposing the project and that they 
were rational to defend their interests. 
In his speech, he attacked mayor 
John Lindsay, a liberal Republican 
whom Koch had previously broken 
with his own party to support in more 
liberal times. "You can turn City Hall 
around. Keep up the fight," the liberal 
Congressman from the Village told the 
2000 seething Queens residents, some 
of whose signs included slogans with 
the word "nigger." 

Koch's very first, 1972 mayoral bid 
did not really get off the ground. In 
the following years, a he sequentially 
adopted more and more racist 
positions that coincided with those of 
the right-wing majority among actual 
voters which then existed, taking 
into account the low voter turnout in 
minority communities. He evolved by 
Continued on page 7 


ameliorate the injustice. The 13th 
Amendment outlawed slavery. The 
14th Amendment provided equal 
protection of the law to all regardless 
of race. And the 15th Amendment 
guaranteed the right to vote 
regardless of race or color. 

It took the Southern Civil Rights 
Movement in the 1950s and 60s, 
led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), the Student Non- 
Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), The National Association 
of Colored People (NAACP) and 
others to undo the dual system of 
racial segregation in the Deep South. 
Yet, in places across America, in "Up 
South" venues like our own NYC, 
blatant discrimination/segregation 
was usually not the problem but a 
more sophisticated and subtle form 
of discrimination based on Race 
and, sometimes, Class needed to be 
understood and addressed. 


We should do the same here. New 
Yorkers should join together and 
organize events such as Town Hall 
meetings, public panels, discussions, 
marches, rallies, lawsuits, proposed 
legislation in neighborhoods in the 
five boroughs to address the issues 
of Race in NYC. We can call this 
movement "Freedom Mondays". 
Periodically, this decentralized grass 
roots movement could plan Citywide 
activities to send a clear message 
that there are thousands, maybe even 
hundreds of thousands, New Yorkers 
who want to live in a City that preaches 
and also acts in compliance with the 
principles and values of a free, just and 
equal City. And then, maybe what we 
do here in NYC can be replicated in 
cities and towns across America. 

It can be done. Let's make it happen. 

[Mr. Siegel is a civil rights lawyer at the law 
firm of Siegel Teitelbaum & Evans, LLP.] 
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HUGO CHAVEZ: 1954-2013 


HUGO CHAVEZ VS. 
"THE NETWORK" 

By Greg Palast 


[March 14, 2013] London, February 
2002. A tiny, dark and intense woman 
waited at the end of a lecture until I 
was alone, brought her face strangely 
close to mine and whispered, 
"President Chavez needs you. Right 
now. To Caracas. Right now. You must 
come to see him." 

President Who? All I knew about 
this Hugo Chavez guy was that he was 
a Latin American jefe, led a bungled 
coup and was filled with a lot of 
populist bullshit and a lot of oil. 

And I also knew that no one at 
BBC Newsnight was going to blow the 
budget for me to fly to South America 
to talk about a nation that 92 percent 
of our viewers couldn't find on a map 
and wouldn't want to. 

"Send me an email." 

"There will be a coup. March 15." 

"The Ides of March. I like that. 

Aren't there always coups down there?" 

"They'll kill him, undo everything. 
He needs you to stop it, he wants to 
explain it to you because he knows 
you understand." 

Actually, you'd be surprised at the 
amount I don't understand at all. "So 
talk." 

She did-for four hours-and wore 
me down into submission. But back at 
Newsnight, I looked like an idiot when 
March 15 came and went with just a 
little gunfire in Caracas. 


Chavez' doubling the royalties paid 
by Exxon and Chevron was worth the 
price of a bullet; but it was no more 
than the amount that Sarah Palin would 
seize from the oil companies when she 
ruled Alaska. So what was it? 

The answer was in the movie 
Network. 

"AM I GETTING THROUGH TO 
YOU, MR. BEALE? The Arabs have 
taken billions of dollars out of this 
country, and now THEY MUST GIVE IT 
BACK! 

"It is ebb and flow, tidal gravity. 

You are an old man who thinks in terms 
of national and peoples. THERE ARE 
NO NATIONS. There are no peoples. 
There is only ONE HOLISTIC SYSTEM 
OF SYSTEM, one vast and immense, 
interwoven, interacting, multivariate, 
multinational dominion of dollars. 
Petro-dollars. Electro-dollars. Multi- 
dollars. IT IS THE INTERNATIONAL 
SYSTEM OF CURRENCY which 
determines the totality of life on this 
planet. Am I getting through to you? " 

Chavez had defied gravity, 
overpowered the tide. Venezuela 
earned billions in petro-dollars from 
the USA-but then, Chavez refused to 
"give it back". 

Third World nations are not 
supposed to keep the dollars paid to 
suck out their oil and mineral blood. 

For every dollar US consumers oav 
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President Hugo Chavez shows reporter Greg Palast the sword of Simon Bolivar 
seen in portrait in background. Miraflores Palace, Caracas, 2006. Photo by 
Richard Rowley. 


For these deliberately bankrupted 
nations, it was sign or starve. Until 
Hugo Chavez came along. Early 
on, Chavez withdrew $20 billion of 
Venezuela's money lent to the US 
Federal Reserve, to create a giant 
micro-lending program for his 
citizens. Then he went a step too far, 
establishing what the Wall Street 
Journal called, "a tropical IMF". 

In 2000 and after, when the 
IMF and banks moved to financially 
strangle these nations by making 
their debts unsalable, Hugo Chavez 
would roll up in his oil-gilded 
chariot. He effectively underwrote 
Argentina's debt, providing 250 
million dollars worth of loans, and 


give back the money received for 
their resource. At Chavez' funeral, 

Lula, former President Ignacio de Silva 
of Brazil, praised this as Chavez' most 
revolutionary act. 

Now, instead of billions flowing 
North, Latin American capital was 
staying in Latin America. It is delicious 
irony that the European and American 
financiers, fleeing from the economic 
conflagration they'd ignited in their 
home countries, are loading their 
loot onto planes for Brazil. And that 
Venezuela's central bank made a mint 
on its intracontinental loans. 

And so, a coup was called for. 

In 2002, Chavez' oil company 
chief, Ali Rodriguez, told me: 










me down into submission, but back at 
Newsnight, I looked like an idiot when 
March 15 came and went with just a 
little gunfire in Caracas. 

Three weeks later, the President 
of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, was 
kidnapped and held hostage by the 
head of Venezuela's Chamber of 
Commerce. Suddenly the BBC had to 
get me on a plane. 

When I got to the Presidential 
Palace, Chavez was already back at his 
desk, though the bullet holes in the 
palace's walls weren't yet filled in. 

Chavez told me that he'd agreed 
to be taken hostage by gunmen on 
the condition that his staff and their 
trapped children would be allowed 
to escape. He was bundled into a 
helicopter, and when it swerved out to 
sea he assumed he would be pushed 
out: "I was calm. I was ready." 

So who was behind it? 

Chavez gave me information on 
US military attaches who had met with 
the plotters. While I couldn't verify any 
specific US directive to seize him, I 
didn't have to: I had grinning photos of 
George W Bush's new US Ambassador, 
Charles Shapiro, congratulating 
Chavez' kidnappers. 

The question was, why? Why the 
need to eliminate Chavez, by coup, by 
bullet, by propaganda, embargo, or, as 
we later discovered, by screwing with 
Venezuela's vote count? 


[As a purgative for the crapola 
fed to Americans about Chavez, my 
foundation, The Palast Investigative 
Fund, is offering the film, The 
Assassination of Hugo Chavez, as 
a FREE download: ( http://www. 
gregpalast.com/chavezdownload/). 
Based on Palast's several meetings 
with Chavez, his kidnappers and his 
would-be assassins, filmed for BBC 
Television. DVDs also available. 

No doubt that for Bush's oil-o-crats, 


i nira vvoria nations are not 
supposed to keep the dollars paid to 
suck out their oil and mineral blood. 

For every dollar US consumers pay 
the Saudis for their oil, about $1.24 is 
given back as Saudis return the funds 
by purchasing US Treasury debt or 
hunks of US banks, CitiCorp for one. 

In 2005, the US spent $227 billion 
in Latin America, sapping its properties 
and resources. But the money turned 
right around and, added to the funds 
sent to Miami by Latin America's elite, 
immediately became a $379 million 
loan to the US Treasury and financiers. 

Argentina lent the US at 4 percent 
interest, then had to borrow its own 
money back at 16 percent-the 
whirring wheel, this grinder, left school 
teachers in Buenos Aires hunting in 
garbage cans for food. Riots followed 
and-in Peru, Ecuador, Argentina and 
elsewhere-this led to tanks in the 
street, currency collapse, crisis and the 
"rescue" by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). Rescue meant forcing the 
mass sell-off of state industries, from 
oil to water systems, to the crushing 
of labor unions and to swallowing the 
whole bottle of poisons kept by the 
elite of the Northern Hemisphere for 
just such occasions. 

And that was the plan. Literally. 

I've held the proof in my hands, about 
five thousand pages of financial 
agreements, all labeled "confidential" 
and "not to be distributed except 
by authorized persons", which bore 
benign titles like "World Bank Poverty 
Reduction Strategy, Argentina." 

Why would the IMF, World Bank 
and the bankers not want to make their 
wonderful plans for reducing poverty 
public? It was for the same reason 
the finance ministers who signed the 
documents didn't even tell their own 
presidents: they were in fact "reduce- 
to-poverty" plans, complete resource 
surrender. 


chariot. He effectively underwrote 
Argentina's debt, providing 250 
million dollars worth of loans, and 
assistance to Ecuador. After Enron 
seized Argentina's water system and 
Occidental seized Ecuador's oil fields, 
Argentina's President Nestor Kirchner, 
followed by Ecuador's Correa, told US 
banks to go fuck themselves. And the 
IMF, too. 

Then there was the big one: 

Brazil. The World Bank/IMF "Poverty 
Reduction Strategy" for Brazil 
required the nation to close its 
publicly-owned banks, to sell off its 
vast oil properties, to give away its 
power industry and, to please the 
new foreign owners, slash wages and 
pensions. But with Chavez prepared 
to back up its new President, Lula 
Ignacio de Silva, the mighty little man 
from the Socialist Workers Party could 
tell the IMF to stick it where the free 
market don't shine. 

For the first time in contemporary 
history, resource states refused to 


And so, a coup was called for. 

In 2002, Chavez' oil company 
chief, Ali Rodriguez, told me: 

"America can't let us stay in power. 

We are the exception to the New 
Globalization Order. If we succeed, 
we are an example to all the 
Americas." 

That you were, Hugo Chavez. 

That you are, Venezuela. And all the 
Americas are ready. 

[Greg Palast is the author of 
the New York Times bestsellers 
Billionaires & Ballot Bandits: How 
to Steal an Election in 9 Easy Steps, 

The Best Democracy Money Can 
Buy, Armed Madhouse and the 
highly acclaimed Vultures' Picnic, 
named Book of the Year 2012 on BBC 
Newsnight Review. Visit the Palast 
Investigative Fund's store (http://www. 
palastinvestigativefund.org/) or simply 
make a contribution (http://www. 
palastinvestigativefund.org/7nogift 
donation) to keep our work alive!] 
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NO 7-ELEVEN 
COALITION TAKES 
IT TO THE STREETS! 

By Chris Flash 


[July 26, 2013] In response to 
an announcement that the 7-Eleven 
chain plans to open 100 new stores 
in Manhattan by 2017, and to protest 
the construction of a new 7-Eleven 
store at the southeast corner of 
Eleventh Street and Avenue A, on 
February 16, a community group 
known as the NO 7-Eleven Coalition 
took to the streets in a "Bodega Walk" 
to spread awareness to its neighbors 
and to owners of local businesses that 
would be adversely affected by the 
7-Eleven. 

NO 7-Eleven member Liberation 
lannillo explained that "the purpose 
of the Bodega Walk is to connect 
with the people and businesses 
in our community and make them 
aware 7-Eleven is planning a 
strategic, corporate takeover of our 
neighborhood " lannillo described 
7-Eleven openings that "choke out 
local convenient stores, bodegas and 
delis, and have a negative impact" on 
New York neighborhoods. 


STOP 



in Manhattan, with an additional 100 
locations planned by 2017. 7-Eleven 
has more than 48,000 locations 
worldwide, more than Starbucks and 
McDonalds. 

While 7-Eleven spokespeople 
have repeatedly referred to the East 
Village as a "target," claiming the area 
is "underserved," NO 7-Eleven says that 
there are thirteen local bodegas and 
delis serving the community in a several 
block radius around the new 7-Eleven 
under construction at 11th Street and 
Avenue A. "What 7-Eleven means is that 
we are 'underserved' by them!" 

NO 7-Eleven says: "The East 
Village maintains a neighborhood 
feel, despite ongoing gentrification 
and development. Our local economy 
and neighborhood character would 
be severely impacted if allowed to 
be dominated by a homogeneous, 
suburban entity like 7-Eleven. By 
damaging local economies and 
threatening the free market through 
sheer volume, 7-Eleven is the corporate 
equivalent of a top-level predator which, 
having no natural enemies, invades 
and overwhelms local ecosystems and 
destroys native species." 

Robert Walsh, commissioner 
of New York City's Small Business 
Services department, calls the 
opening of the 24-hour 7-Eleven 


NO SPRAY 
COALITION: 

STOP THE GASSING 
OF NEW YORK CITY! 

By Chris Flash 


[July 27, 2013] At a press 
conference held on the steps of City 
Hall on July 23, The No Spray Coalition 
announced its objection to the release 
of unnamed, potentially harmful 
perfluorocarbon gases in New York 
City subways, buses and streets. 
According to the Coalition, 
"Brookhaven National Laboratory is 
releasing these gases under a $3.4 
million grant from the Department of 
Homeland Security and in conjunction 
with the New York City Police 
Department and U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE). Without consent, New 
Yorkers are being experimented on, 
via the subways and streets of the 
five boroughs of New York City, over 
a three day period that took place 
during the month of July." 

The first release of 

perfluorocarbons in the subways and 
streets, under a program deemed 
"S-SAFE" (Subway-Surface Air Flow 
Exchange) began on July 9, with less 
than a 24-hour prior notice that had 
been promised. The second release 
was on July 19. The Coalition reported 
that one more day of gas release will 
be taking place sometime before the 


have been known to increase risk of 
cancer for a long time, starting with 
study of 3M workers, and now are 
being found to increase risk of the 
metabolic syndrome and diabetes 
even in adolescents as well as adults. 
They interfere with thyroid function. 
These all is addition to being potent 
greenhouse gases and depleters 
of the ozone layer. They are soluble 
in water, unlike many of the other 
persistent chemicals like PCBs and 
DDT. So I see no justification for their 
use in looking at patterns of air flow 
in subways!" Toxicology specialist Dr. 
Robert Simon has issued statements 
concurring with Dr. Carpenter. 

At the press conference, the 
No Spray Coalition announced its 
objection to the lack of public hearings 
on the health and environmental 
risks stemming from the release and 
dispersal of the perfluorocarbons, 
which are also greenhouse gases, that 
there have been no environmental 
impact studies and that the NYPD will 
not make the names of the specific 
seven perfluorocarbons to be used 
available to the public. "We object to 
the cloak of secrecy over how these 












The NO 7-Eleven Coalition 
resulted from a conversation between 
two neighbors, Ingrid and Rob, one 
day on Avenue B in September 2012, 
concerning the construction of a new 
7-Eleven store at 11th Street and 
Avenue A. This led to a November 
14 meeting set up by the 11th Street 
ABC Block Association. Despite the 
chaos, damages and disruption of 
utilities caused by Hurricane Sandy 
16 days earlier, the meeting was the 
largest turn out the block association 
had ever had. Those attending were 
area residents, from all walks of life, all 
there to oppose the 7-Eleven. 

Since February, NO 7-Eleven 
has hosted regular Bodega Walks, 
distributing flyers, press releases and 
anti-7-Eleven stickers for display in 
neighborhood stores. 

Founded in Dallas in 1927, 
7-Eleven is now a subsidiary of the 
Seven & i Holdings Company, based 
in Japan. 7-Eleven opened its first 
Manhattan store in 2005, after which 
7-Eleven President and CEO Joseph 
DePinto made rapid expansion in the 
borough a priority. 

NO 7-Eleven reports that 
"7-Eleven currently has 32 locations 


of New York City's Small Business 
Services department, calls the 
opening of the 24-hour 7-Eleven 
stores a good thing that will bring 
more jobs, but, according to the 
blog Franchise Publicity, "franchisee- 
operated 7-Eleven stores have 
been the target of a crackdown by 
Federal authorities, who allege that 
franchisees in NY and VA have been 
engaged in serious labor violations 
and human trafficking" [See http:// 
www.unhappyfranchisee.com/7- 
eleven-franchises-raided/-Ed.]. 

On the other side of the counter, 
Franchise Publicity also reports that 
"7-Eleven franchisees claim they 
are the ones being victimized by a 
corporate scam that entices them 
to make hefty franchise payments 
in order to enter a fee-splitting 
arrangement with 7-Eleven, and 
then are squeezed out through 
burdensome fees and predatory 
corporate policies." [See http://www. 
unhappyfranchisee.com/7-eleven- 
franchise-complaints/- Ed.]. 

NO 7-Eleven is calling on the City 
Planning Commission and the City 
Council to amend the city's zoning 
text to require that no corporate 
formula store or bank be permitted to 
open a new location without approval 
from the local community board. "San 
Francisco has laws to restrict chain 
stores. NYC zoning laws don't prevent 
big box commercialism and the 
current mayor's planning department 
won't change those regulations. 

But a local election is coming. Next 
year, this mayor will be gone-now's 
our opportunity to tell the coming 
administration that this does matter to 
us. If we don't raise the cry loud and 
clear, the new administration won't 
address it either. 


Continued on page 18 


was on July 19. The Coalition reported 
that one more day of gas release will 
be taking place sometime before the 
end of July. 

At their press conference, Coalition 
members said that while the stated 
goal of these experiments-tracking 
airflow patterns in the subways and on 
the streets to best predict what might 
happen if a terrorist released deadly 
chemical, biological or radiological 
agents in the city-may have some 
merit, this does not justify the potential 
health and environmental risks of the 
perfluorocarbon gases that will be 
used in these experiments, the meager 
information available for review by the 
public, nor the lack of proper oversight 
and approval by local and national 
health agencies. "There are already 
enough studies and models of air 
dispersions; this study is not needed." 

Scientific studies have linked 
Perfluorocarbons to infertility in 
women, menopause, birth defects, 
liver damage and thyroid damage, 
among other conditions. Coalition 
members pointed to other options 
available to track air flow, such as 
using computer models, studying the 
gas attack that took place in Japan 
and installing air monitors in subway 
stations. 

While NYPD officials have 
declared the unspecified gases to 
be "safe", David Carpenter, Institute 
for Health and Environment at the 
University at Albany, says otherwise: 
"Perfluorocarbons are dangerous 
substances. PFOS and PFOA have 
been best studied, as they are the 
major components in Teflon and 
Scotchgard, but it is likely that the 
whole family of fluorocarbons have 
similar adverse health effects. They are 
being shown to interfere with cognitive 
function in children, and in promoting 
ADHD-type behavioral changes. They 


seven perfluorocarbons to be used 
available to the public. "We object to 
the cloak of secrecy over how these 
gases will be released and at which 
subway stations and street locations." 

United States Code (USC) 1520a, 
under the heading: Restrictions on 
use of human subjects for testing 
of chemical or biological agents, 
states the following: "The Secretary 
of Defense may conduct a test or 
experiment described in subsection 
(b) of this section only if informed 
consent to the testing was obtained 
from each human subject in advance 
of the testing on that subject." 

This law makes it clear that 
informed consent is required before 
any experiments can be conducted on 
American citizens. This has not 

Continued on page 18 
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took to the streets in a Bodega Walk" 
to spread awareness to its neighbors 
and to owners of local businesses that 
would be adversely affected by the 
7-Eleven. 

NO 7-Eleven member Liberation 
lannillo explained that "the purpose 
of the Bodega Walk is to connect 
with the people and businesses 
in our community and make them 
aware 7-Eleven is planning a 
strategic, corporate takeover of our 
neighborhood." lannillo described 
7-Eleven openings that "choke out 
local convenient stores, bodegas and 
delis, and have a negative impact" on 
New York neighborhoods. 



The NO 7-Eleven Coalition 
resulted from a conversation between 
two neighbors, Ingrid and Rob, one 
day on Avenue B in September 2012, 
concerning the construction of a new 
7-Eleven store at 11th Street and 
Avenue A. This led to a November 
14 meeting set up by the 11th Street 
ABC Block Association. Despite the 
chaos, damages and disruption of 
utilities caused by Hurricane Sandy 
16 days earlier, the meeting was the 


there are thirteen local bodegas and 
delis serving the community in a several 
block radius around the new 7-Eleven 
under construction at 11th Street and 
Avenue A. "What 7-Eleven means is that 
we are 'underserved' by them!" 

NO 7-Eleven says: "The East 
Village maintains a neighborhood 
feel, despite ongoing gentrification 
and development. Our local economy 
and neighborhood character would 
be severely impacted if allowed to 
be dominated by a homogeneous, 
suburban entity like 7-Eleven. By 
damaging local economies and 
threatening the free market through 
sheer volume, 7-Eleven is the corporate 
equivalent of a top-level predator which, 
having no natural enemies, invades 
and overwhelms local ecosystems and 
destroys native species." 

Robert Walsh, commissioner 
of New York City's Small Business 
Services department, calls the 
opening of the 24-hour 7-Eleven 
stores a good thing that will bring 
more jobs, but, according to the 
blog Franchise Publicity, "franchisee- 
operated 7-Eleven stores have 
been the target of a crackdown by 
Federal authorities, who allege that 
franchisees in NY and VA have been 
engaged in serious labor violations 
and human trafficking" [See http:// 
www.unhappyfranchisee.com/7- 
eleven-franchises-raided/-Ed.]. 

On the other side of the counter, 
Franchise Publicity also reports that 
"7-Eleven franchisees claim they 
are the ones being victimized by a 
corporate scam that entices them 
to make hefty franchise payments 
in order to enter a fee-splitting 
arrangement with 7-Eleven, and 
then are squeezed out through 
burdensome fees and predatory 
corporate policies " [See http://www. 
unhappyfranchisee.com/7-eleven- 
franchise-complaints/- Ed.]. 

NO 7-Eleven is calling on the City 
Planning Commission and the City 


perfluorocarbon gases in New York 
City subways, buses and streets. 
According to the Coalition, 
"Brookhaven National Laboratory is 
releasing these gases under a $3.4 
million grant from the Department of 
Homeland Security and in conjunction 
with the New York City Police 
Department and U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE). Without consent, New 
Yorkers are being experimented on, 
via the subways and streets of the 
five boroughs of New York City, over 
a three day period that took place 
during the month of July." 

The first release of 

perfluorocarbons in the subways and 
streets, under a program deemed 
"S-SAFE" (Subway-Surface Air Flow 
Exchange) began on July 9, with less 
than a 24-hour prior notice that had 
been promised. The second release 
was on July 19. The Coalition reported 
that one more day of gas release will 
be taking place sometime before the 
end of July. 

At their press conference, Coalition 
members said that while the stated 
goal of these experiments-tracking 
airflow patterns in the subways and on 
the streets to best predict what might 
happen if a terrorist released deadly 
chemical, biological or radiological 
agents in the city-may have some 
merit, this does not justify the potential 
health and environmental risks of the 
perfluorocarbon gases that will be 
used in these experiments, the meager 
information available for review by the 
public, nor the lack of proper oversight 
and approval by local and national 
health agencies. "There are already 
enough studies and models of air 
dispersions; this study is not needed." 

Scientific studies have linked 
Perfluorocarbons to infertility in 
women, menopause, birth defects, 
liver damage and thyroid damage, 
among other conditions. Coalition 
members pointed to other options 
available to track air flow, such as 


even in adolescents as well as adults. 
They interfere with thyroid function. 
These all is addition to being potent 
greenhouse gases and depleters 
of the ozone layer. They are soluble 
in water, unlike many of the other 
persistent chemicals like PCBs and 
DDT. So I see no justification for their 
use in looking at patterns of air flow 
in subways!" Toxicology specialist Dr. 
Robert Simon has issued statements 
concurring with Dr. Carpenter. 

At the press conference, the 
No Spray Coalition announced its 
objection to the lack of public hearings 
on the health and environmental 
risks stemming from the release and 
dispersal of the perfluorocarbons, 
which are also greenhouse gases, that 
there have been no environmental 
impact studies and that the NYPD will 
not make the names of the specific 
seven perfluorocarbons to be used 
available to the public. "We object to 
the cloak of secrecy over how these 
gases will be released and at which 
subway stations and street locations." 

United States Code (USC) 1520a, 
under the heading: Restrictions on 
use of human subjects for testing 
of chemical or biological agents, 
states the following: "The Secretary 
of Defense may conduct a test or 
experiment described in subsection 
(b) of this section only if informed 
consent to the testing was obtained 
from each human subject in advance 
of the testing on that subject." 

This law makes it clear that 
informed consent is required before 
any experiments can be conducted on 
American citizens. This has not 
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NEW YORKERS MOBILIZE 
AGAINST SPECTRA 
PIPELINE IN WEST 
VILLAGE 

By Judy 


It started a few years ago. Word 
came that a pipeline company with 
a miserable record of accidents and 
negligence, Spectra Energy, had 
applied to lay a pipeline to carry 
"natural" gas into the West Village, 
crossing from Bayonne, New Jersey 
through Staten Island, then to Jersey 
City and under the Hudson River into 
Gansevoort Pier, a short walk north 
of the Bathtub Playground where 
children splash in the fountains and 
climb on the jungle gym pipes. But 
the pipes of Spectra carry something 
inside: an extreme fossil fuel -the 
blasted product of high-density, 
horizontal hydraulic fracturing, the 
infamous process called "fracking." 

It has sickened kids in their 
showers, causing them to pass 
out. It has killed cows and other 
animals-including wildlife. People get 
rashes, headaches. The water smells 
bad and is a strange brown color. The 
chemicals pushed into the frack wells 
are a secret blend but we know a few 
of the ingredients-formaldehyde, 
butane. The wells guzzle up precious 
drinking water, millions of gallons 
for each well before it finally comes 
up dry. Turn on the faucet and 
light the water. The drivers of the 
trucks carrying away the waste have 
symptoms of radiation sickness. The 


come in from other places. The entire 
country-hell, thanks to Obama's 
enthusiastic support the whole 
world-is being introduced to fracking, 
pipelines, liquefied natural gas 
deliveries. No place is safe from this 
metastasized tumorous industry. 

Pipelines explode. There were 80 
fires and explosions in this country in 
2012 alone. Entire families died. What 
about Spectra itself? Well, they had 17 
safety violations in 2011. They were 
fined $15 billion for contaminated 
pipelines and are notorious for their 
negligence. They once had the honor 
of being the worst natural gas polluter 
in British Columbia. This past May, one 
of their compressor stations exploded 
in New Jersey, injuring 13 workers, 
three of them seriously. 

Pipelines carry toxins. Pipelines are 
a tempting site for terrorism. 

So now what does all that have 
to do with us down here in the unruly 
wilds of these parts? 

It's already happened. The 
pipeline is now in the Village-place 
of pagans, queers, West Village moms 
with strollers, venerable artists from 
Westbeth.The Bathtub Playground. 

Here are some highlights of 
actions by activists thus far: 

October 2011: OCCUPY marches 
200-strong from Zuccotti Park in lower 
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Naked Green People demonstrate against the Spectra Pipeline at West Side Piers . 


most about. A few women clamber 
over the fence right in front of the 
police and stand on the rocks holding 
their signs. 

Days later: Superstorm Shell-I 
mean Sandy-hits town and giant 
waves crash along the Hudson. (We 
know what happened in the East 
Village. The East River poured down 
Avenue C. Con Ed flared giant green 
smoke. The lights and heat and water 
went away, the basements flooded.) 

Dec 2012: Community Board 2 
held a hearing on the pipeline. When 
Con Ed and Spectra were asked if 
they would be testing for radon, 
the answer was "we will do what is 
required by law." Guess what is NOT 
required by law! But next year we 
expect to see a bill drafted by Linda 
Rosenberg introduced into the New 
York State Assembly, requiring testing 
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away. Flames, bricks, flying shards of 
glass. A body in the rubble. How does 
this compare to the Spectra? Well, 
it's 30 inches in diameter and would 
come in at 340 pounds per square 
inch of pressure, if we don't stop it. 

March 2013: Brand new Spectra 
pipeline ruptures in West Virginia. 

May 2013: Jane's Walk, named for 
the fierce dragonslayer Jane Jacobs, 
protector of the neighborhood 
against Robert Moses' plan to run 
an expressway through Washington 
Square Park. Before Europeans filled 
in the water's edge, the place where 
the Hudson River met the shore was 
rich and abundant with life-giant 
clams, lungfish, also the admirals 
(ancestors of whales and dolphins). 
Then came the farms of downtown, 
the scraping of the hills of Manahatta, 
the country estates, and the winding 
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light the water. The drivers of the 
trucks carrying away the waste have 
symptoms of radiation sickness. The 
radiation detectors at the checkpoints 
and weigh stations have been turned 
off. No need to alarm the public, nor 
the workers! 

The methane bubbles up 3 miles 
from the frack wells, escaping from 
the ground. The noise, the smell 
is overwhelming. The farms and 
woodlands of Pennsylvania and Ohio 
and West Virginia-and upstate New 
York-are called the Marcellus shale 
play-the "Saudi Arabia" of natural 
gas. The drilling companies call it 
energy independence, home-grown 
fuel, clean-burning, the answer to 
our dependence on foreign oil, the 
solution to that dirty coal. Have you 
seen the commercials? 

But no longer is it safe to use the 
water even for bathing, to eat the food 
from those places-including grapes, 
milk, vegetables. Earthquakes appear 
in places like Arkansas for the first 
time. Groundwater (deep below the 
surface) turns out to be contaminated 
in Wyoming. Even California is being 
fracked up. 

And, according to Cornell 
University, the constant and 
unavoidable leakage of methane 
from the frack sites, the pipelines, the 
compressor stations, makes the gas 
even dirtier than coal over the life cycle. 

There is no horizontal fracking 
in New York State. Yes, they've been 
drilling vertically for a long time. And 
it's dirty and toxic. But a vertical drill 
can only get out what lies directly 
underneath. The technology to 
bend the pipe and run it out miles in 
different directions-where it goes, 
nobody knows but the company-has 
only been around since 2005. 

Still, they aren't fracking us. But 
pipelines are a different story. They 


actions by activists thus far: 

October 2011: OCCUPY marches 
200-strong from Zuccotti Park in lower 
Manhattan to P.S. 41 where the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
is holding a hearing on the public's 
responses to Spectra's plan. They join 
and help pack a room full of people. 
Not one voice in favor of the pipeline. 
No Spectra reps in the audience. No 
City Council members either. "No 
fracking way" the word for the day. 

May 2012: The plan is approved by 
FERC. They never met a pipeline they 
didn't like. Their paychecks come from 
the companies they approve, duh. 

Summer 2012: Some mermaids go 
for a swim in the Hudson. They find a 
body, pull her out. It's Reverend Billy's 
beautiful wife Savitri. (Don't worry, 
she's alive and very well.) 

September 2012: With 
construction under way, four people 
climb on the pier, stop work for 90 
minutes, and one rides the giant 
backhoe digging the trench for the 
pipeline. Sane Energy Project and NYC 
Friends of Clearwater, along with local 
residents, sue the Hudson River Park 
Trust for being bought off for about 
$2 million to let Spectra cross from 
the Hudson to Tenth Avenue. That is, 
for allowing a non-park use without 
extensive environmental review. The 
same HRPT that built the "Nature 
Boardwalk", over a mile of thick ipe 
from 60-million-year-old Amazonian 
rainforests for the pleasure of New 
Yorkers out for a stroll. The very same 
HRPT whose managing director is 
Bloomberg's main squeeze, Diana 
Taylor. 

October 2012: One of a number of 
Spectra Showdowns. Large numbers of 
protesters show up with photographs 
of their loved ones, and they speak 
movingly and passionately about their 
fears and wishes for those they care 


expect to see a bill drafted by Linda 
Rosenberg introduced into the New 
York State Assembly, requiring testing 
of radon levels and then a shutdown 
of the system if the levels go above 
a pre-set level. By the way, the room 
was packed (again) and not with well- 
wishers to these guests. 

Also in December, the NY 
Times reports that members of 
the general public are more likely 
to identify oil and gas spills than 
the pipeline companies' own leak 
detection systems. (That's because 
the pipelines, including this one, are 
operated by remote control in Texas 
and inspected every seven years.) 

Feb 2013: Itty bitty two inch 
pipeline explodes in Kansas City, 
carrying 20-50 pounds of pressure, 
knocks out windows a half a block 


Then came the farms of downtown, 
the scraping of the hills of Manahatta, 
the country estates, and the winding 
streets. There followed a railroad in 
the sky, the Highline in its heyday, 
carrying meat from the district out 
to the rest of the city. Back in the 
day-Dylan Thomas, Diane Di Prima, 
Andy Warhol. Don't forget the other 
kind of meatpacking-the sex clubs, 
the piers. Warhol, Calvin Klein, Diane 
von Furstenberg, Mario Batali.The 
Chelsea Market. The new High Line, 
sleek and slim and slithering up 
the West Side, like a long-stemmed 
supermodel. The Guggenheim's new 
structure. 

July 2013: A big soiree at the 
Frying Pan, the Summer Shindig, 
successfully funds the lawsuit. 

And still we rise. 
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A LUST FOR 
POWER, A FLIGHT 
FROM THE TRUTH: 
THE RETURN OF 
ELIOT SPITZER 


By Sander Hicks 


Eliot Spitzer is back. What does it 
mean? 

The New York Governor had to 
resign in 2008, caught having sex with 
prostitutes. Now he's running for NYC 
Comptroller. 

Does it mean that Wall Street 
corruption may be facing a serious 
challenge? Hardly. Let's face the facts. 
Sure, it's weird and sexy and oh so 
permissive of us to be titillated that 
another NYC politician is making a 
come-back. He's marred by a sex- 
scandal, but oh how strong he looks 
as he willfully drags his resistant and 
depressed spouse back into the 
limelight. And for what? Spitzer's 
perky sex addiction sublimates his 
lust for power. This guy has more 
skeletons in his closet than he wants 
you to ever know about. 

The Spitzer myth rests on his own 
claim that he was once the "Sheriff of 
Wall Street." Well, it's true that Spitzer 
filed a civil claim against Merrill Lynch, 
back in 2002. The mega Wall Street 
monolith got off with a relatively 
minor $100 million fine. It was less 
than 3% of their $3.5 billion in profits. 
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luck to become primary lease-holder 
on the World Trade Center a quick six 
weeks before 9/11. The World Trade 
Center had never changed hands 
before. For a fast down payment, 
Silverstein put up $14 million of 
his own money, while friends at the 
powerful investment bank Blackstone 
Group kicked in another $111 million. 

After 9/11, Silverstein demanded 
a whopping $7 billion insurance 
payout. He made two separate 
claims, for two $3.5 billion payments. 
He argued the two different 
plane crashes were two separate 
"occurrences" of two separate attacks. 
The courts laughed at him. 

But then, here comes the Sheriff. 
As attorney general, Spitzer got 
involved behind the scenes, in the 
Silverstein insurance pay-out. In 
the courts, Spitzer filed an amicus 
curiae ("friend of the court") brief on 
Silverstein's behalf on Jan. 15, 2003. 

The Second Circuit Court in 
Manhattan ended up agreeing with 
Spitzer and Silverstein, over-turning 
the decision of a lower court. Spitzer 
helped mid-wife a fat compromise 
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Real estate developer Larry Silverstein with then-NYS Attorney General Spitzer 


family hired Kroll Associates to trace 
the call. Why Kroll? Spitzer has a long 
relationship with this powerful, cryptic 
security company. 

Kroll's CEO on 9/11 was one 
of Spitzer's old mentors from the 
Manhattan DA's office, Michael 
Cherkasky. Cherkasky investigated 
bank BCCI (which had links to both 
Islamic terror and the CIA), and 
the mysterious 1993 World Trade 
Center (WTC) bombing. Cherkasky's 
2002 book Forewarned: Why the 
Government is Failing to Protect Us, 
and What We Must Do to Protect 
Ourselves is a confused mix of fear- 
mongering and insider's analysis. 

He sheepishly admits that the CIA 
was in part culpable for the 1993 
WTC bombing, since they helped 
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sponsorship. Hauer urged Rather to 
blame Bin Laden only. When Rather 
voiced suspicions about the way 
the buildings fell, Hauer offered that 
they simply came down because 
they were hit by a plane. Without an 
investigation, Hauer somehow knew 
two major parts of 9/11 's official story 
before it emerged. 

Hauer is biological terrorism 
expert whose resume includes time 
at Science Applications International 
Corp (SAIC), a military contractor 
doing work in nuclear issues and psy- 
ops, and Bioport, manufacturer of the 
controversial anthrax vaccine. 

Jerry Hauer and anthrax go way 
back. In May of 1998, he spoke at the 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
on the topic of "Building a 'Biobomb': 








monolith got off with a relatively 
minor $100 million fine. It was less 
than 3% of their $3.5 billion in profits. 
They would have been destroyed on 
the spot if Attorney General Spitzer 
would have filed criminal charges. 
Instead, the fat cats were allowed 
to live, to go on to help destroy the 
US Economy, and themselves, in 
the painful economic meltdown of 
2007-2009. 

And there was a smaller case, too, 
when Spitzer filed a complaint against 
AIG, regarding an insurance hoax it 
was doing with reinsurer General Re, 
a Warren Buffet company. AIG old 
guard Hank Greenberg had to step 
down because of this. 

For students of the 9/11 
attack, AIG is one of the insurance 
companies with its hand in the jar, 
regarding the huge insurance pay¬ 
outs resulting from the alleged 
"terrorist" attacks. (AIG is linked to 
the CIA, Kroll, Enron, and the whole 
story could be a whole other article.) 
The other big insurance pay-out was 
to World Trade Center lease-holder 
Larry Silverstein, who got an extra one 
billion due to the back-channel help 
from....you guessed it! The Sheriff! 
Attorney General Spitzer. 

Notice above, I said "alleged 
terrorist attacks", because the NYC 
and US Courts have never proven any 
of the vague accusations about who 
actually pulled off the 9/11 attacks. 

Back in 2004, 100,000 New 
Yorkers signed a petition pleading 
that the "Sheriff" Eliot Spitzer 
investigate the real source of the 
2001 attacks. A Zogby poll that year 
likewise found that 66 per cent of 
voters wanted Eliot Spitzer to tackle 
these tough questions. 

Ah, how naive we all were! 

Spitzer & Silverstein: The Amicus Brief 

Forward-thinking New York real 
estate baron Larry Silverstein had the 


Spitzer and Silverstein, over-turning 
the decision of a lower court. Spitzer 
helped mid-wife a fat compromise 
and an eventual $4.5 billion payout for 
Silverstein. 

Attorney Carl Person (whose 
wife Luanne found the brief) said, "I 
was surprised to see that Spitzer had 
used his position as attorney general 
to support one private litigant over 
another. Normally, this is not done... 
Silverstein could well have been 
someone who destroyed evidence 
concerning the 9/11 events by 
apparently ordering or consenting to 
the tearing (pulling) down of 7 WTC 
and the removal of the debris from 
his multiple ground leased premises 
thereafter." 

Silverstein's World Trade Center 
Building 7 collapsed at 5:20 p.m. on 
9/11 without being hit by an airplane. 
Thirty seven eyewitnesses working on 
the ground as firefighters, EMTs, and 
reporters, recalled being warned in 
advance the tower was coming down. 
The official story however, claims a 
fire ignited a fuel tank in the building, 
hastening its sudden collapse. 

WTC 7 was the NY headquarters 
of CIA and the SEC office 
investigating Enron. 9/11 skeptics 
believe the building was taken down 
by controlled demolition. Larry 
Silverstein himself said in a 2002 
episode of PBS's Frontline that on 
9/11 he recalled remarking, "Maybe 
the smartest thing to do is pull it... 
they made that decision to pull and 
we watched the building collapse." 
Silverstein later claimed that by "pull," 
he meant removing firefighters, not 
pulling the building down. However, 
all firefighters had been "pulled" from 
the building three hours earlier. 

The Kroll Connection 

In 2008, when GOP strategist 
Roger Stone made threatening phone 
calls to Spitzer's father, the Spitzer 


He sheepishly admits that the CIA 
was in part culpable for the 1993 
WTC bombing, since they helped 
pull known terrorist "Blind Sheikh" 
Abdel bin-Rahman into the country. 
Cherkasky admits the FBI had a mole 
inside Rahman's 1993 WTC bombing 
cell, and lays blame for the bombing 
on the FBI. 

After observing the 1993 WTC 
bombing as an operation penetrated 
by CIA and FBI, Cherkasky became 
head of Kroll, the "CIA of Wall Street." 
Kroll took on the management of WTC 
after the 1993 bombing. Blackstone 
Group, the same financiers who 
backed the Larry Silverstein, have also 
been involved with Kroll, owning big 
chunks of Kroll stock on occasion, 
according to SEC reports. 

Cherkasky has donated $14,500 to 
Eliot Spitzer's political campaigns. 

The Anthrax Connection 

Eliot Spitzer's connection to key 
9/11 players extends to fellow life-long 
Democrat, Jerome Hauer, managing 
director of Kroll on 9/11. Hauer's 
connections to the 9/11 cover-up are 
bright, distinct, and many. On 9/11, 
Hauer knows where all the bodies are 
buried, because he dug the graves. 

Before 9/11, Hauer was Director of 
the Office of Emergency Management 
for Mayor Giuliani. On 9/11, Hauer 
was on site at Ground Zero, identifying 
bodies, such as his friend the FBI agent 
John O'Neill. Yet Hauer wasn't too 
distraught to speak on camera with 
Dan Rather. Hauer made it a point to 
lecture Rather to blame Bin Laden, and 
only Bin Laden. 

Rather posited that the 9/11 
attacks must have had state 


back. In May of 1998, he spoke at the 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
on the topic of "Building a 'Biobomb': 
Terrorist Challenge." That evening 
Hauer co-presented on the topic with 
Steven Hatfill. Yes, that Steven Hatfill, 
the one who later became the FBI's 
prime suspect in the anthrax mailings. A 
year after their CFR presentations, Hatfill 
and Hauer would become coworkers 
at SAIC's Center for Counterterrorism 
Technology and Analysis. 

And the cover-up continues today. 
In October of 2011, New York Governor 
Cuomo appointed this same Jerome 
Hauer, up to his eyeballs in Anthrax and 
9/11 lies, to be "Commissioner of the 
state Division of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Services." 

Spitzer on the Campaign Trail 

I personally once disrupted one of 
Spitzer's campaign speeches. He was 
running for Governor and recounting 
all the cases he had won. I pointed out 
that there were some cases he was 
avoiding taking on, despite the call 
from the people. 

It's sad, but the whole "Sheriff of 
Wall Street" thing is a total gas bag 
hoax. The guy barely laid a glove on 
Wall Street. On the 9/11 investigation 
question, he ran and hid. Spitzer 
actually went the other way on the 
9/11 insurance scams, and helped 
his rich friends. That's because the 
9/11 attacks and cover-up were 
orchestrated by Spitzer's cronies, Larry 
Silverstein and, fellow NYC Democrats 
Jerome Hauer and Michael Cherkasky. 
None of these people were ever 
prosecuted. They should be. 


ADVERTISE IN 
THE SHADOW 







EDWARD KOCH: 1924-2013 


Continued from page 2 


learning the prejudices that 
existed in New York and himself 
becoming the champion of them. In 
his 1977 campaign, Koch picked up 
and the issue of capital punishment, 
making his belief in the death penalty 
a major campaign issue, even though 
the New York City mayor has no 
jurisdiction over the death penalty. The 
general atmosphere in New York at the 
time was permeated by a fear of crime 
fanned by the headlines of the New 
York Post, which focused on the looting 
that took place during the July 13, 

1977 power blackout, and on the Son 
of Sam murders which had stymied 
the police in the outer boroughs of 
NYC during this period. By focusing on 
crime and the death penalty, Koch was 
not only pandering to Archie Bunker, 
but also consciously aiming for an 
endorsement from Rupert Murdoch's 
New York Post, which he eventually 
obtained and which was instrumental 
in getting him the razor-thin plurality 
by which he won the primary. Koch's 
political career would be inseparable 
from that bombastic, reactionary 
tabloid from this point forward. 

Shakespeare said that "the 
evil that men do lives after them; 
the good is oft interred with their 
bones". However, what can be said 
for Caesar might not apply to Ed 
Koch, because the main evil that the 
late Mayor was responsible for has 
been carefully buried by the media in 
perusing his three terms at City Hall. 
Koch responded to New York City's 
financial woes by selling off the city to 
real estate developers, and in turn to 
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we saw with Koch as mayor was that 
rents were going up very quickly. His 
administration allowed huge rent 
increases for rent-controlled tenants, 
and Koch was a champion of co¬ 
oping plans allowing landlords to sell 
rundown apartments to their tenants 
for big money and evict those who 
couldn't afford to buy. One quote of 
Koch's that many of us don't consider 
very clever or cute is "if you can't afford 
Manhattan, move." He also speculated 
in 1981 that no one with an income 
under $20,000, still a rather healthy 
sum in those days, should be allowed 
to live in Manhattan. It was in 1981- 
1982, after the policies of Reagan 
and Koch had fully kicked in, that 
we started noticing people sleeping 
on the streets in massive numbers 
throughout the city. 

The economic miracle that was 
supposedly wrought by Ed Koch, 
which allegedly brought New York 
back from the brink of default 
was actually a massive takeback 
of progressive measures that had 
been intended to stabilize New 
York's neighborhoods and make life 
easier for the people here. Koch is 
the mother and father of all of the 
conditions that people complain 
about in NYC-starting with the fact 
that nobody who is not rich can afford 
to live here and moving on to the 
construction noise and dust and the 
spiraling cost of public transportation. 
During his regime, the crime rate did 
not go down as he had promised. By 
the late 1980s, the crack epidemic 
was in full bloom in New York's 
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MY WAR ON STUPID IS FACING 
DEFEAT ON EVERY FRONT 

By Greg Palast 


[July 15, 2013] Go ahead and 
shoot me. It's hopeless. My War on 
Stupid is facing defeat on every front. 

I open up the New York Times 
and there's a page one story about 
Anthony Weiner, who is now ahead in 
the race for Mayor of New York. 

The article is 17 column inches 
long. I measured. The entire profile of 
the candidate-every bumpy, veined 
inch of it—is about Mr Weiner's penis. 

It is, I admit, a really famous penis. 
Weiner was a Congressman until two 
years ago when he resigned because 
he sent a college girl (maybe several) 
photos of his wiener (modestly 
bulging from his underpants) via 
Twitter. Weiner was forced to resign 
from Congress. 

Now he's back, with a front¬ 
runner status conferred by the name- 
recognition conferred by exposure of 
his jockey shorts. 

New York's school system, with 
one million students, is desperately 
fucked up. What is Weiner's position 
on privatizing the schools through 
the "charter" system? The Times won't 
tell us. It's all about Weiner's weenie. 
The Times only asks voters if they will 
forgive him for showing young ladies 
his Congressional junk. 

I do know this (not from the Times 
story): Weiner said, if elected, his first 
act would be to remove New York's 
new bicycle lanes. 

So I didn't need to see Weiner's 
underpants to know that he's a dick. 

Does this mean that I'm endorsing 
his main opponent, Councilwoman 


stupid. I'm beginning to believe 
those conspiracy freaks who think the 
Illuminati are stealing all our useful 
brainwaves for their reptile overlords 
from another dimension. 

Of course, stupid leads to deadly. 

New evidence is mounting that 
one of the accused Boston Marathon 
bombers, the deceased Mr. Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev, had previously murdered 
three former friends of his on the 
tenth anniversary of the September 
11th World Trade Center attacks. 

Do the math: the prior murders 
happened two years before the 
Boston bombings. 

Tsarnaev's co-killer in the 2011 
murders confessed to their bad 
behavior when questioned recently 
by the FBI. While the agents put six 
bullets in him before he signed the 
official confession, we are left with the 
nagging question: Are the cops really 
that stupid? 

It turns out that the local 
constabulary in Waltham, a suburb of 
Boston, never questioned Tsarnaev, 
despite the fact that several of the 
victims' friends told the cops there 
was good reason to do so. 

But the cops blew off the leads 
and let the killer go on to kill again, 
this time with three dead and 
264 injured victims, at the Boston 
Marathon. 

So what does this have to do with 
Edward Snowden? Everything. 

One pinhead official said that 
Snowden's revelation of the National 
Security Agency spying on worldwide 







perusing his three terms at City Hall. 
Koch responded to New York City's 
financial woes by selling off the city to 
real estate developers, and in turn to 
the banks and insurance companies 
who are their backers. By "saving" 
the city in this way, he made sure that 
one monolithic group of rich people 
would be in control and determine 
the economics of New York forever. 
Instead of an interplay between 
finance, industry, and many small 
business people and property owners, 
the economic life New York would 
be a dictatorship of a few owners of 
huge masses of land and money, who 
would determine exactly what would 
be produced in the city and to whom it 
would be marketed. 

Koch's regime coincided in large 
measure with that of Ronald Reagan, 
and it is one more irony of Koch's 
career that this politician who started 
out as the liberal's liberal became 
the implementer of the Reagan 
revolution in New York City. He saw 
his task as making the city pay for 
itself, and one of the first things that 


During his regime, the crime rate did 
not go down as he had promised. By 
the late 1980s, the crack epidemic 
was in full bloom in New York's 
neighborhoods and the annual murder 
rate had reached quadruple digits. The 
racist New York media blamed Koch's 
African-American successor David 
Dinkins for a crime situation that was 
inherited from Koch and fueled by 
the homelessness brought about via 
Koch's housing policies. 

Koch's regime essentially collapsed 
in 1988-1989. The economic miracle 
was a mere bubble that burst with the 
stock market crash of 1987. Talk of how 
Koch had cleaned up the city gave way 
to a picture of homelessness, crack, 
and crime. Here in the Lower East Side, 
we were in open revolt against Koch's 
gentrification policies and the "quality of 
life" police state that he created to back 
them up. Throughout the city activists 
were pointing the finger directly at an 
increasingly senile Koch whose clever 
quips had turned to paranoid ranting. 

It was time for him to go. 


So I didn't need to see Weiner's 
underpants to know that he's a dick. 

Does this mean that I'm endorsing 
his main opponent, Councilwoman 


Christine Quinn? No. I don't endorse 
candidates, but I do like to learn their 
positions on the issues. The Times, 
America's self-proclaimed "paper 
of record", had a story on Quinn 
yesterday. We learned all about her 
father, a city cop who they portray 
as one of those lovable, cartoonish 
Irish schmucks who dispenses a lot of 
blarney. But what is Quinn's position 
on charter schools? You won't get that 
from the Times. 

Of course, the Times had other 
stories about Madame Quinn: a big 
story about her recent marriage 
to another woman. If she wins the 
election, she'll be New York's first 
lesbian mayor. 

In other words, she would 
not be in the least interested in 
Congressman Anthony's wiener. 

So there we have it: the 
newspaper of America's intelligentsia 
has brought the race for the biggest 
city in the Land of the Free down to a 
choice of genitalia. 

Yes, they are trying to make us 


Edward Snowden? Everything. 

One pinhead official said that 
Snowden's revelation of the National 
Security Agency spying on worldwide 
internet traffic "could have 
prevented another Boston" 
Marathon massacre. 

But, of course, it didn't 
prevent the first Boston 
massacre. 

And that's the point. 
Snowden has been 
called a "traitor" and 
charged with crimes 
regarding the revelation of a 
private contractor analyzing 
"metadata" from internet 
traffic. 

As a former professor 
of statistics, I should explain 
that "metadata" is defined by 
experts as, "A big load of bullshit used 
by consulting firms to get hundred- 
million-dollar no-bid contracts from 
government pinheads." 

What Snowden uncovered is not 
some massive spying operation that 
could expose terrorist plots, but a 
massive invasion of the taxpayer's 
wallet by connected consultants. 

In the meantime, the guys who 
could have stopped the Boston 
Marathon attack by using what the 
FBI called, "old-fashioned police 
methods", were short of both budget 
and brain cells to capture the killers. 

Instead, they're hunting Snowden 
and reading European embassy 
emails. Terrorists worldwide want 
to thank the US government for this 
colossal act of stupid. 

[Greg Palast is an investigative 
reporter and author of several 
New York Times bestselling books 
including his latest, Billionaires & 

Ballot Bandits. Follow Greg on Twitter: 
@Greg_Palast] 
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THE DRONE RANGER: OBAMA'S DIRTY WARS 

By Greg Palast 



Dirty Wars reporter Jeremy Scahill with Somali warlord "General" Indha Adde 
aka "White Eyes" - Image credit: Richard Rowley, Big Noise Films 


About the time Barack Obama 
ordered the drone strike that killed 
Abdul-Rahman al-Awlaki, the 16-year- 
old American kid Facebooked his 
second-rate choice of hip-hop 
favorites. I say "second-rate" because 
Abdul was my son's age almost 
exactly, so I know the kind of crap 
they listen to. 

Every Tuesday, President Obama 
personally checks off the names of 
people he wants killed. George Bush, 
a bit more squeamish than Obama, 
never did that; but Mr. Obama felt 
those decisions were the president's 
responsibility: he want[s] to keep his 
own finger on the trigger," according 
to one report. A tidy, scheduled man, 
the President only picks his victims 
once a week, now called "Terror 
Tuesday." 

On October 14, 2011, in Shabwah 
province, Yemen, Abdul, went out 
with his cousins and friends for a 
good old US-style barbecue, when 
Obama's drone fired a rocket, 
blowing the teenager to pieces. Or I 
should say "piece." All that was left of 
Abdul was a piece of skull with long 
curly hair that allowed his relatives to 
identify this hunk of his head by his 
US-type haircut. 

Obama didn't order the killings 
(Abdul's friends and cousins died too) 
as a random act of crazy. No-Drama 
Obama doesn't believe in random. 
Abdul's problem was that his father 
was Anwar al-Awlaki. Obama killed 
Abdul's dad as well. Daddy al-Awlaki, 
an American imam who voted for 
George Bush, had gone over to the 
side of the bad auvs. and after leavina 


courageous investigative reporter. 
Rowley filmed, directed and edited 
the brilliant, horrific, and brilliantly 
horrific documentary Dirty Wars. The 
film centers on Rowley's reporting 
partner, the indefatigable Jeremy 
Scahill, whom Rowley follows from 
the scene of a massacre at a wedding 
party in Afghanistan to an interview 
with a warlord in Mogadishu (while 
under sniper fire). 

You might know Rowley as 
Ricardo, the pathologically calm 
cameraman portrayed in my book 
Vultures' Picnic. In Iraq, Rowley 


the journalist not just silenced, but 
punished. 

Wiki-Leaks: Cleaning up Dirty Wars 

I was curious: Did Scahill and 
Rowley make use of Wiki-Leaks? 

"Wiki-Leaks was absolutely 
indispensable," Rowley told me, a 
treasure trove of State Department 
confessions confirming what they 
found on the ground. It was through 
Wiki-Leaks that they discovered 
that President Saleh joked with US 
operatives about lying to his Congress 
about the US missile attack on al 
Majala. 


Laden's compound. But there's not 
one single US network or paper that 
would report on Scahill's discovery 
that McRaven was also the guy who 
planned the night raid on the Afghan 
wedding party that killed the bride, 
the groom and the groom's mother. 

Maybe that was some horrible 
mistake. But McRaven's crew, called 
"The American Taliban" by Afghans, 
made sure that no one would finger 
the US: Rowley and Scahill obtained a 
secretly recorded video of McRaven's 
commandos slicing the bullets out 
of the bride's and groom's bodies to 
prevent their killers' identification. 

McRaven's semi-private army, the 
Joint Special Operations Command 
(JSOC), is warring in our name 
worldwide-in nations he won't name 
and Obama will arrest you for naming. 
Not even Orwell could have dreamed 
up that one. 

I asked about the value of Wiki¬ 
Leaks to Rowley and Scahill because 
of the ongoing trial of Pvt. Bradley 
Manning and the impending capture 
of Edward Snowden, the contractor 
willing to blow away his career and 
freedom to let you know that nice Mr. 
Obama has been spying on you. 

A rabbi from Nazareth once said, 
"The truth shall make you free." And 
that's exactly what Obama is afraid 
of: faced with the truths revealed in 
Dirty Wars, they know most Americans 
would cut themselves free of 
McRaven's Seal Team Sick. 

I am convinced the hit on al- 
Awlaki's son was meant to teach a 
lesson, If you want to be a martyr, we'll 
make vour son and vour mom and 





was anwar ai-Mwiaxi. UDama Kinea 
Abdul's dad as well. Daddy al-Awlaki, 
an American imam who voted for 
George Bush, had gone over to the 
side of the bad guys, and after leaving 
the USA, broadcast pro-terrorism 
radio reports from Arabia. 

We can argue until the cows 
come home about whether Daddy 
al-Awlaki was a legitimate kill target. 
It is, after all, right there in the US 
Constitution that the penalty for 
treason is death. I suppose that, 
before executing him, a jury trial 
would have been nice. But nice was 
not going to happen. So, OK, Barack, 
we'll let that one go. 

But what about the 16-year-old? 
Obama didn't even pretend that the 
kid was a terrorist, or terrorist in-the- 
making, nor adopting in any way his 
father's crazed kill-Americans crusade. 

What could justify execution of 
Abdul? When asked, then-White 
House press spokesman, Robert 
Gibbs, said, "I would suggest that you 
should have a far more responsible 
father" 

I guess he should have. 

Obama's minions tried to cover 
up the hit on the teenagers. Attorney 
General Eric Holder informed 
Congress of the killings by writing 
that U.S. drones had blown up Anwar 
al-Awlaki, the crazy cleric and three 
other Americans who "were not 
specifically targeted." 

Holder's comment makes it 
seem that Awlaki's son was blown 
up with him-a sad case of 'collateral 
damage.' 

But are you ready for this? The 
teenager-along with his cousin and 
friends-was killed two weeks after 
and hundreds of miles away from the 
site where rockets killed his father. 

Obama's Seal Team Sick 

I was straightened out on the facts 
by Richard Rowley, America's most 


You might know Rowley as 
Ricardo, the pathologically calm 
cameraman portrayed in my book 
Vultures' Picnic. In Iraq, Rowley 
covered the US Army assault on 
Fallujah "embedded" with the 
assaulted, the insurgents. That was 
insane. Insane but brilliant. (Our 
producer at BBC warned Ricardo that 
he was one lucky cat, but he'd already 
used up seven of his nine lives.) 

In Dirty Wars, Rowley and Scahill 
reveal that drones are just one toy in 
our Presidents' murderous toy-chest. 
And the kill list is far larger than even 
a smart dude like Obama can tick off 
on a Tuesday. Scahill calculates that 
the targeted kills in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan now total more than 17,000! 

Drones can't kill them all. In 2009, 
a US cruise missile hit al Majala, 
a remote village of Bedouins in 
Yemen, killing a dozen herdsmen and 
three babies. Yemen's President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh took responsibility, 
proudly, for killing supposed 
"terrorists." 

However, a courageous Yemeni 
reporter, Abdulelah Haider Shaye, 
visited the site, photographed the 
remains of the US missile-and was 
promptly jailed. 

The US is particularly shy about 
taking credit for the cruise missile kills 
as it boosted al Qaeda's recruitment 
drive in Yemen. 

Rowley and Scahill are the only 
US reporters to have gone to the 
Bedouin village and filmed the missile 
casing-cold evidence confirming 
the US had entered a war without 
any legal declaration-indeed, in 
complete secrecy. 

Scahill also revealed that, 
while Yemen's President Saleh was 
nervous about keeping the reporter 
imprisoned, Saleh withdrew his 
pardon at the personal request of 
Barack Obama. Obama wanted 


that President Saleh joked with US 
operatives about lying to his Congress 
about the US missile attack on al 
Majala. 

And it was in Wiki-Leaks that 
Scahill found the warlord Indha 
Adde-aka "White Eyes" was on the 
USA's payroll. I should say, General 
White Eyes-a rank he gave himself in 
the Somali Army by pinning three stars 
on his jacket. Where did the US military 
find this cutthroat? Previously, the Wiki¬ 
Leaks cables revealed, the US knew 
he was the protector of the al Qaeda 
bombers that blew up the US Embassy 
in Nairobi. 

Rowley captures the warlord/ 
general on camera saying, "The 
USA is the master in war"-quite a 
compliment from a natural born killer 
like White Eyes. 

And General "Eyes" is quite right. 
The Drone Ranger's secret war has now 
spread to 75 nations. It's all under the 
command of General William H. McRaven. 

The US press is in love with 
McRaven, lauded as the man who 
planned the raid on Osama bin 


ivicrcaven s oeai learn ^ick. 

I am convinced the hit on al- 
Awlaki's son was meant to teach a 
lesson, If you want to be a martyr, we'll 
make your son and your mom and 
daughter martyrs too. 

Such terror-for-terror can be, I'll 
admit, quite effective. During the 
Ronald Reagan years, that gutless 
faux-cowboy President sent weapons 
to Ayatollah Khomeini in return for 
the release of hostages taken by 
Hezbollah. The Russians got their 
hostages home another way. The USSR 
didn't accept an arms-for-hostage 
deal. Rather, the KGB systematically 
assassinated the hostage-takers' 
cousins, mothers and brothers one by 
one-until Hezbollah released all the 
Russian hostages. 

By rocketing the children of those 
we fear, we are indeed teaching them 
a lesson. But what are they learning? 

Next year, Malia Obama turns 
16.1 hope we never hear that harm 
has come to Malia while some 
chuckling spokesman for al Qaeda 
says, "She should have had a far more 
responsible father." 
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"TERROR ENHANCEMENT" 
RULE GIVES FEDS 
TERRIFYING POWERS 

By Peter Spagnuolo 


So you and your direct action 
cell-in defense of animals, the 
earth, rights for the unDead, or 
against the Evil Empire, against rent, 
against fracking, against Top-Hatted 
Billionaires-have got yourselves in a 
bit of a jam. You tore up the offices of 
Trans-Global Darkside Earth Gougers, 
Inc., accidentally set fire to the board 
chairman's sailboat and gleefully 
watched it sink, and you published a 
scorching screed with the names and 
addresses of the boardmembers-no! 
actually, several screeds, and you 
tweeted the shit out of that stuff, too, 
and YouTubed the burning main 
sheet flapping in the wind!-while 
railing against any government that 
will stand in your way as you liberate 
good people everywhere from 
the oppressive cold dead hand of 
whateverness. Eh, you think. No one 
got hurt, and it was a pretty good 
show-them folks have plenty of 
insurance, and now people know about 
your cause. Only Jimmy left too many 
digital tracks, and surveillance cams 
at the bank caught your face as you 
bicycled away from the hardware store. 

The Feds roll up your whole show, 
all six of you-they raid your mom's 
house, they've got your laptops, every 
email you ever wrote, all your political 
manifestos, all the videos and online 
content you've looked at, and they 
know what kind of porn you dig. You're 
in stir now, you're part of a sweeping 
consoiracv indictment, and the aame 


without necessarily any ultimate action. 
Another is the common practice of 
what is known in the business as 
"the Trial Penalty"-"Exercise your 
constitutional right to a trial, and lose, 
and we promise to slam you with a 
much, much longer sentence." As a 
result, nearly everyone pleads out, thus 
put-ting the emphasis on sentencing in 
most federal prosecutions. 

The sentencing guidelines 
are themselves the by-product of 
Congress' 1984 Sentencing Reform 
Act, which created the United States 
Sentencing Commission, with the 
in-tended purpose of conforming 
federal sentences for felonies around 
the country. The idea was to remove 
disparity between sentences imposed 
on similar crimes from one place 
to another-so your truckload of 
marijuana in, say, Los Angeles would 
get you more or less the same penalty 
as the same truckload in Boise, 
assuming the other factors in the case 
were more or less the same. 

The Guidelines seemed to spring 
in part from Reagan Era anxieties 
over the "liberalization" of the federal 
bench - worry that some federal judges 
appointed in more liberal districts 
were soft on certain kinds of crime, and 
handing out easy sentences for things 
punished more severely elsewhere in 
the country, or that "indeterminate" 
sentences, which relied on local parole 
boards to set the actual amount of 

time served were too orone to lore I 
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FOURTH OF JULY RALLY FOR 
THE FOURTH AMENDMENT 


Lower Manhattan Protest Slams 
Government Spying, Supports Snowden 

By A. Kronstadt 



On July 4, 2013, in Union Square 
in Manhattan, over a thousand 
people turned Independence Day 
into an occasion for reaffirming their 
American right to privacy, protesting 
against unchecked government 
spying by government agencies, 
particularly the National Security 
Agency (NSA). A prominent theme 
at the noon rally was solidarity with 
whistle-blower Edward Snowden, 
who is in exile facing a potential death 
sentence in the U.S. for revealing the 


reading "Yes We Scan." 

Organized by the grass-roots 
coalition Restore the Fourth, referring 
to the Fourth Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution which prohibits 
unreasonable search and seizure by 
the government, the event rapidly 
coalesced on social media sites, most 
notably Reddit, in the days following 
Snowden's revelations concerning 
Operation Prism. The rally was 
conducted in the style of an Occupy 
Wall Street protest, with Guy Fawkes 









content you've looked at, and they 
know what kind of porn you dig. You're 
in stir now, you're part of a sweeping 
conspiracy indictment, and the game 
is up. But how bad can it get? It was 
only property damage, and you were 
super-careful to make sure no one got 
hurt-you know they've got you dead- 
to-rights on arson, with a big dollar 
figure. You're going to plead out, and 
you're going to do time. 

Only, you had no idea how much 
time, and your lawyer probably didn't 
either. Because a little-known aspect 
of the Federal Sentencing Guidelines 
kicks in shortly after your guilty 
plea-the "Terrorism Enhancement," 
or Rule 3A1.4, instantly moving you 
into a life sentence, or something 
close enough, doing hard time in a 
real federal correctional facility. While 
inside, you will likely meet rapists 
and murderers, gang-bangers, white 
collarthieves who stole millions, and 
all manner of dangerous sociopaths 
doing shorter time than you. They 
didn't get the Terrorism Enhancement 
at sentencing. 

Hardly anyone goes to trial on 
a Fed criminal indictment. Unlike 
state prosecutors, the Feds are very 
conservative and resource-rich. They 
only indict when they have a lock 
on conviction, with every phone 
call you've made for a year, all your 
emails, video of you committing the 
act, and ten guys who will stand up in 
court and point the finger. The plea 
process hands a number of levers to 
the Feds which they can efficiently 
operate to shift a defendant into 
sentencing, without much of a fight. 

The wide-spread use of "conspiracy" 
prosecutions is one such lever-our 
non-psychic version of Phillip K. Dick's 
"Pre-Crime"-turning thoughts, fantasy 
and planning into crimes counted 
as seriously as completed deeds, 


the country, or that "indeterminate" 
sentences, which relied on local parole 
boards to set the actual amount of 
time served, were too prone to local 
variation. As a result, the older practice 
of federal parole was ended, and 
the Commission now promulgated 
determinate, mandatory sentencing 
ranges for all federal crimes, backed by 
Congressional authority. 

Starting in 1987, the Commission 
has published its guidelines every 
year, with the latest adjustments 
supposedly reflecting Congress' 
intent, and the sentences were 
promulgated as "mandatory" in the 
federal criminal system. Its operation 
has been fairly stable over the past 
three decades, ironing out the more 
glaring "unfairness" of federal judges 
and juries, with a few bumps along 
the way. Most notably, in the early 
2000's, a rash of Supreme Court cases 
challenged the "mandatory" aspect 
of the Guidelines as an impermissible 
creep of legislative power encroaching 
on the judiciary branch, while other 
attacks on them rested on the Sixth 
Amendment [U.S. v. Booker, U.S. v. 
Fanfan, etc.]. 

Since 2005 or so, it is now 
commonly understood that the 
Guidelines are only the "advisory" 
recommendations of Congress, and 
cannot be mandatory, as federal 
judges reserve the last word to 
themselves. But in practice, most 
sentencings still follow the Guidelines, 
and there isn't much you can do 
about it. 

The way it works is simple enough, 
like an abacus of punishment. Only 
two considerations matter: your crime 
itself, and the back-drop of your 
criminal history. It's pseudo-scientific, 
and represents years of federal and 
private think-tank statistical analysis, 
from the days before computers, as 


whistle-blower Edward Snowden, 
who is in exile facing a potential death 
sentence in the U.S. for revealing the 
NSA's secret Prism program, under 
which the government has been 
intercepting our phone and internet 
communications indiscriminately 
under broad directives issued 
secretly by the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, which has been 
described as a "parallel Supreme 
Court," whose judges and the actions 
they authorize are unknown to the 
public. Although this court was 
set up under Bush-era legislation, 
the Obama administration took a 
great deal of heat at the rally, where 
protesters unfurled a large banner 


to why people do bad things, and 
their likelihood for doing them again. 
First, your criminal conduct gets you 
a raw, two-digit score in points. This 
score reflects the various factors of 
the case, what your actual conviction 
involved, plus upward or downward 
adjustments, or "departures" from 
the score based on aggravating 
or mitigating factors. Was it over a 
hundred kilos of weed, or just thirty 
pounds? Did you keep a machine gun 
or a hunting rifle under your desk? 
Points will be added accordingly. 

Was it a hate or bias crime? Ditto. Do 
you show no remorse for what you 
did? More points. Similarly, points 
will get deducted if you play nice. 

Did you plead out quick and save the 
government money? You get a point 
off. Did you give a full and candid 
briefing to law enforcement of your 
big bad self? A couple more points. 
Are you mentally ill, or was there 
some extraordinary circumstance that 
drove you to crime? The guidelines 
have a heart, and you will get some 
consideration there, too. 


jiiuvvucii o icvciauwiia i liny 

Operation Prism. The rally was 
conducted in the style of an Occupy 
Wall Street protest, with Guy Fawkes 
masks a common prop and the crowd 
gathering for periodic participatory 
"mike checks." Marchers also held 
U.S. flags (some up-side down and 
some not) and pictures of George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Benjamin Franklin. 

After a performance by Reverend 
Billy Talen of The Church of Stop 
Shopping, the crowd marched down 
Broadway, chanting "U.S.A. Not 
NSA," observed by huge numbers of 
holiday tourists, ultimately occupying 
the steps of Federal Hall on Wall 
Street. 


Once your raw score is 
computed, and all the factors are 
considered to arrive at an adjusted 
score-say, 15 criminal conduct 
points, after departures, your points 
are measured against your Criminal 
History. This is a thorough accounting 
of everything you've done that's 
ended up in a court, no matter how 
small. Remember in 4th Grade 
when Mrs. Stoopkowski warned 
you that your attitude was "going 
on your permanent record?" She 
was probably right, and this is the 
proof. Your Criminal History has its 
own point system, and sorts you into 
a category-it takes in everything 
from your drunk driving conviction 
to that arrest at a demo, when the 
cops kicked your ass and said you 
assaulted them. You get points for any 
convictions that led to jail time. 

Generally speaking, most of us 
have 0 to 1 point, and would be in 
Category I-you've got no felonies, or 
perhaps a minor one, and you did 

Continued on page 17 
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ACTIVIST ATTORNEY 
LYNNE STEWART 
FACES DEATH IN PRISON! 


By Rachel Cleary 





JUSTICE FOR 
LYNNE STEWART 


As reported in SHADOWS #46 
& #50, in February of 2005, defense 
attorney Lynne Stewart was found 
guilty of conspiracy and providing 
material support to terrorists. Initially 
sentenced to a term of twenty-eight 
months, she is currently serving a ten 
year sentence imposed by a federal 
court on charges stemming from her 
initial trial. Ms. Stewart was recently 
denied an early compassionate 
release, despite suffering from 
multiple health issues, including late 
stage cancer. 

Ms. Stewart has a long standing 
reputation as a criminal defense 
attorney. Her track record does 
not include any self-censorship 
when expressing her personal and 
political views, regardless of possible 
responses from the mainstream. 
During her legal career, she often 
represented less than popular 
defendants. One such defendant was 
Sheikh Abdel Rahman, charged with 
crimes related to the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing. 


long enough to complete the term 
imposed by the court. 

Ms. Stewart represented Mr. 
Rahman in the wake of the September 
11,2001 attacks and the subsequent 
implementation of newer, more 
invasive laws regarding surveillance 
of citizens by government agencies. 
While the legal community had been 
aware of issue of federal prisons 
monitoring inmate communications, 
including those with attorneys, these 
newer provisions allowed for far more 
extensive monitoring by a greater 
number of agencies. The new reality 
in which lawyers must now practice 
became evident with the indictment 
of one of their own. Lynne Stewart 
was later brought up on additional 
charges stemming from her initial 
trial, and the justice presiding over 
these proceedings was compelled 
under pressure by U.S. attorneys to 
impose a sentence of an additional 
ten years in federal prison, despite 
Ms. Stewart's having already served 
twenty eight months and her state of 


YOUR RIGHT TO PRIVACY 

IS GONE 

By Stanley Cohen 


[Editor's Note: On July 2d, 
defense attorney Stanley Cohen 
filed a motion in federal court for 
a Temporary Restraining Order in 
the al Qaeda case United States v 
Sulaiman Abu Ghayth-a terrorism 
case of the first order, charging the 
Kuwaiti preacher with Conspiracy to 
Murder US Nationals, for his role as 
a propagandist for al Qaeda in the 
weeks immediately before and after 
the events of 9-11. Abu Ghayth had 
been renditioned into US custody 
in Jordan earlier this year, after 
spending more than ten years in an 
Iranian prison. Following the Snowden 
revelations and mounting,irrefutable 
public evidence that the NSA and 
other federal agencies had total 
access to America's email, phone 
logs and other information, Cohen 
filed his motion seeking to have the 
Court bar the prosecution in Abu 
Ghayth from intercepting defense 
team communications. The motion 
was denied by federal judge Lewis A. 
Kaplan. Below are excerpts from the 
motion. Omissions made for space.] 
Defendant Sulaiman Jassem 
Abu Ghaith, by and through his 
attorney Stanley L. Cohen and the 
instant application, hereby seeks, 
pursuant to the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth 
Amendments, and the Court's inherent 
supervisory power, a Temporary 
Restraining Order which will act: (a) 
to enjoin the Government and any 
and all of its agents, including but 
not limited to the NSA, CIA and the 
FBI. from continuina to monitor in 


Intelligence Surveillance Court 
(hereinafter, "FISC") order directing 
Verizon Business Network Services 
(hereinafter, "VBNS") to produce to 
the National Security Agency "on an 
ongoing daily basis ... all call detail 
records or 'telephony metadata'" 
of its customers' calls, including 
those "wholly within the United 
States." Secondary Order at 2, In re: 
Application of the FBI for an Order 
Requiring the Prod, of Tangible Things 
from Verizon Bus. Network Servs., Inc. 
on Behalf of MCI Commc'n Servs., Inc. 
d/b/a Verizon Bus. Servs., No. BR 13-80 
(FISC Apr. 25, 2013), available at http:// 
bit.ly/11FY393. The VBNS order was 
issued on April 25, 2013 and expires 
on July 19, 2013. The order was issued 
ex parte, and there is no procedure for 
counsel to challenge it in the FISC. 

Since The Guardian disclosed the 
VBNS order, government officials have 
revealed more about the government's 
surveillance under USA PATRIOT 
ACT, Title II, Section 215. On June 
6, Director of National Intelligence 
James Robert Clapper, Jr. officially 
acknowledged the authenticity of 
the VBNS order and disclosed details 
about the broader program supported 
by the FISC's orders issued under 
Section 215. Among other things, he 
stated that: "[t]he judicial order that 
was disclosed in the press is used 
to support a sensitive intelligence 
collection operation;" "[t]he only type 
of information acquired under the 
Court's order is telephony metadata, 

Qlir’h tplpnhono nnmKorc rJialorJ 






detendants. (Jne such defendant was 
Sheikh Abdel Rahman, charged with 
crimes related to the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing. 

Ms. Stewart's communications 
with her client, Mr. Rahman, presumed 
to have fallen under the umbrella 
of attorney-client privilege, long 
held sacrosanct and a necessary 
component of providing adequate 
legal representation for any client by 
the legal community, were monitored 
by the federal government, violating 
attorney-client privilege and ultimately 
leading to Ms. Stewart being charged 
with federal crimes herself. 

The implications of Ms. Stewart's 
case are vast and not limited to the 
realm of criminal defense law. Lynne 
Stewart was sentenced in October 
of 2006 to a term of twenty-eight 
months. However, she was later 
brought before the court again, 
this time on charges of perjury 
stemming from testimony given 
during her first trial. Ms. Stewart and 
her legal team pleaded for leniency 
in sentencing, not only because of 
the persecutorial nature in which the 
federal government had pursued Ms. 
Stewart, but because of the nature 
of the alleged crime itself, as well as 
Ms. Stewart's age and documented 
declining health. 

Despite intense pressure from 
federal prosecutors to impose a 
maximum allowable sentence of 
thirty years, Justice John G. Koeltl 
sentenced Ms. Stewart to a term 
often years in 2009, which she is 
currently serving in the state of Texas. 
Not only was Ms. Stewart prosecuted 
for doing her job, convicted with 
evidence obtained via violation 
of attorney client privilege, and 
sentenced according to the law, 
but she has since had her sentence 
lengthened by a number of years 
so great it is unlikely she will live 


impose a sentence of an additional 
ten years in federal prison, despite 
Ms. Stewart's having already served 
twenty eight months and her state of 
declining health. 

It appears that Ms. Stewart has 
been made an example of. The 
additional indictments and imposed 
prison sentences bestowed upon her 
far exceed any punishment handed 
down to others indicted around the 
Rahman case. Further, it is a widely 
accepted fact that health care within 
the prison system is sub par; there 
is no reason to believe that if Ms. 
Stewart had not been incarcerated, 
she would have had access to far 
better treatment for her illness. To be 
denied compassionate release now 
is to sentence Ms. Stewart to death 
behind bars. 



For more up-to-date information 
on Lynne Stewart, go to http:// 
LynneStewart.org and/or send an 
email to: 1 lawyerleft@gmail.com. 

You can also write to Lynne Stewart at: 

Lynne Stewart #53504-054 
Federal Medical Center, Carswell 
P.O. Box 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127 


to enjoin the Government and any 
and all of its agents, including but 
not limited to the NSA, CIA and the 
FBI, from continuing to monitor in 
any way or by any means, electronic 
or otherwise, discussions had among 
counsel, their staff, experts, researchers 
and witnesses for Mr. Abu Ghaith; 
and (b)to enjoin those agencies 
and agents who have engaged in 
such surveillance from providing or 
sharing any such information, data, 
and communications with the Office 
of the United States Attorney, the 
AUSA's, and the case agents assigned 
the prosecution of this matter. Such 
order is to cover the communications 
of defense team co-counsel and 
their staff, in all electronic media, 
including telephones, electronic 
mail, cloud-based computing, file 
transfer protocols, video conferencing, 
search data and other such privileged 
defense activity and communication 
between and among the defense 
team and its staff, and by and between 
them and others, and is to remain in 
force until such time as the Court can 
conduct a hearing on the facts. 

BACKGROUND: Recent public 
revelations and governmental 
response have established without 
doubt that the United States 
government has deployed a number 
of systematic and widespread 
surveillance programs by means of 
which the National Security Agency 
(hereinafter "NSA") and other 
government agencies have tracked, 
obtained and monitored telephonic 
and electronic communications of 
all Americans-including, as here, 
members of the defense bar, and legal 
staff, representing defendants charged 
with various acts of international 
terrorism in federal court. 

On June 5, 2013, news outlet 
The Guardian published a Foreign 


collection operation;" "[t]he only type 
of information acquired under the 
Court's order is telephony metadata, 
such as telephone numbers dialed and 
length of calls;" the order is reportedly 
renewed on a ninety-day basis. The 
following day, President Barack 
Obama also commented publicly on 
the Section 215 order. Like Director 
Clapper, the President acknowledged 
that the intelligence community is 
tracking phone numbers and duration 
of calls with regular monitoring. 

Members of congressional 
intelligence committees have 
confirmed that the order issued to 
VBNS was but a single, three-month 
order in a much broader, seven-year 
program that the government has 
relied upon to collect the telephone 
records of all Americans. Senator 
Dianne Feinstein has stated that "this 
is the exact three-month renewal of 
what has been the case for the past 
seven years. This renewal is carried 
out by the [FISC] under the business 
records section of the Patriot Act." 
Senator Saxby Chambliss has likewise 
stated that "[t]his has been going on 
for seven years." 

News reports since the disclosure 
of the VBNS order indicate that the 
mass acquisition of Americans' call 
details extends beyond customers of 
VBNS, encompassing all wireless and 
landline subscribers of the country's 
three largest phone companies. See 
Siobhan Gorman et al., "U.S. Collects 
Vast Data Trove," Wall Street Journal., 
June 7, 2013, ("The arrangement with 
Verizon, AT&T and Sprint, the country's 
three largest phone companies 
means, that every time the majority 
of Americans makes a call, NSA gets 
a record of the location, the number 
called, the time of the call and the 
length of the conversation, according 

Continued on page 18 






WAS SIRHAN A VICTIM OF MIND CONTROL? 

Attorney William Pepper Seeks Justice for RFK! 

By Frank Morales 



[July 28, 2013] Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan, 68, a Jordanian citizen 
convicted of the assassination of 
United States Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy on the night of June 5, 1968, 
has spent the last 44 years behind 
bars, currently at Pleasant Valley State 
Prison in Coalinga, California, framed 
for a crime he did not commit. And 
what's more, the purported assassin 
of RFK doesn't remember being even 
being there! 

"I was told by my attorney ... that 
I shot and killed Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy and that to deny this would 
be completely futile ... (but) I had and 
continue to have no memory of the 
shooting of Senator Kennedy." 

Sirhan stated this on August 
9, 1997, in "Exhibit J: Declaration 
of Sirhan Sirhan," one of number 
of exhibits, declarations and briefs 
recently submitted to a California court 
that definitively show that Sirhan was 
set up and framed for the murder of 
Senator Kennedy, a manipulated and 
coerced patsy in the assassination of 
a popular leader who, like his brother 
John, who was assassinated in 1963, 
was perceived as a threat to the 
structures of power in America. 

On April 23, 2011, attorneys Dr. 
William Pepper and his associate, 
Laurie Dusek, filed a 58 page 
supplementary brief with the 
Honorable Andrew J. Wistrich, United 
States Magistrate Judge, US District 
Court, Central District of California, 
"requesting relief" on behalf of Sirhan. 
They are seeking a new and thorough 


the fatal wound to Senator Kennedy. 

All three shots that hit the Senator 
were, according to an autopsy by Dr. 
Thomas Noguchi, fired from Kennedy's 
rear, the fatal shot from no further than 
an inch or less, while all witnesses 
place Sirhan in front of the Senator, 
thereby proving the high probability 
of a second gunman involved in the 
assassination. 

And yet, despite his presence in 
the pantry, Sirhan has for all these 
years claimed that he has no memory 
of the night, no memory of the crime 
of which he has been convicted. What 
are we to make of that? Could he have 
been victimized and set up by way 
of an extreme form of psychological 
manipulation or mind control? 

The "Declaration of Dr. Daniel 
Brown," "Associate Clinical Professor in 
Psychology at Harvard Medical School" 
leads to that conclusion. It states that 
"spending "over 60 hours interviewing 
and testing Mr. Sirhan," reading 
everything on the case, including 
FBI files, interviewing witnesses, 
administering myriad psychological 
tests, questionnaires, scales etc., Dr. 
Brown, "under penalty of perjury," 
arrived at a startling conclusion-that 
"Mr. Sirhan did not act under his own 
volition and knowledge or intention at 
the time of the assassination and is not 
responsible for actions coerced and/ 
or carried out by others, and further, 
that the system of mind control which 
was imposed upon him has also made 
it impossible for him to recall under 
hypnosis or consciously, many critical 


Kennedy. Even after 40 years, Mr. 
Sirhan still is confused when told by 
others that he shot Senator Kennedy." 

On the day and evening of the 
assassination, "Mr. Sirhan's going to 
the Ambassador Hotel on the night of 
the assassination was not consciously 
planned. Mr. Sirhan did not know and 
could not have known that Senator 
Kennedy was going to pass through 
the kitchen area. Mr. Sirhan was led to 
the kitchen area by a woman after that 
same woman had received directions 
from an official at the event. Mr. Sirhan 
did not go with the intent to shoot 
Senator Kennedy, but did respond to 
a specific hypnotic cue given to him 
by that woman to enter 'range mode,' 
durina which Mr. Sirhan automatically 


assassination, planned and carried 
out by forces determined to prevent 
Robert Kennedy from becoming 
President. Pepper asserts that the 
evidence of his actual innocence, 
which would be set out in detail if an 
evidentiary hearing is granted by the 
Court, would leave no doubt as to 
Sirhan's innocence, and his wrongful 
and fraudulent conviction, which has 
been sustained by a long standing 
cover up, would be overturned. 

Pepper told The SHADOW: "The 
denial of justice in this case is not 
only unconscionable in terms of both 
victims-the Senator and Mr. Sirhan- 
but makes a mockery of the criminal 
justice system in this Republic. We 
ferventlv hone that, at Iona last, the 





Mates Magistrate Judge, Ub District 
Court, Central District of California, 
"requesting relief" on behalf of Sirhan. 
They are seeking a new and thorough 
review of all the evidence in the 
case, including new and expository 
testimony that threatens to topple the 
official story. 

At this writing, in a courthouse 
in the Central District of California 
sits evidence which can prove the 
innocence of Sirhan and more 
critically, the means by which RFK 
was murdered, who was involved, 
and the need for justice in this case. 
Hence, we cannot and must not rest. It 
is time to set Sirhan free and bring to 
justice the real "perpe-traitors" of the 
crime in the assassination of Robert F. 
Kennedy, murdered in the pantry of 
the Ambassador Hotel in downtown 
Los Angeles moments after having 
won the 1968 California Presidential 
primary. 

And while twelve witnesses locate 
Sirhan in the pantry, with a smoking 
gun, all agree that he was in a position 
from which he could not have inflicted 


that the system ot mind control which 
was imposed upon him has also made 
it impossible for him to recall under 
hypnosis or consciously, many critical 
details of actions and events leading 
up to and at the time of the shooting in 
the pantry of the Ambassador hotel." 

"It is an undisputed fact that Mr. 
Sirhan fired a gun in the pantry of the 
Ambassador Hotel on the night of the 
assassination," Dr. Brown states. "The 
evidence revealed by my extensive 
interviews substantiates the less 
refined allegation that he engaged in 
this activity in response to a cue given 
by another party, and thus compels 
the conclusion that his firing of the 
gun was neither under his voluntary 
control, nor done with conscious 
knowledge, but is likely a product 
of automatic hypnotic behavior and 
coercive control. I am convinced that 
Mr. Sirhan legitimately recalled a 
flashback to shoot at target circles at 
a firing range in response to the port- 
hypnotic touch cue and did not have 
the knowledge, or intention, to shoot 
a human being, let alone Senator 



Sirhan Sirhan (right) with attorney William Pepper at a recent parole hearing . 


Senator Kennedy, but did respond to 
a specific hypnotic cue given to him 
by that woman to enter 'range mode/ 
during which Mr. Sirhan automatically 
and involuntarily responded with a 
'flashback' that he was shooting at a 
firing range at circle targets. At the 
time, Mr. Sirhan did not know that he 
was shooting at people, nor did he 
know that he was shooting at Senator 
Kennedy." 

Sirhan's lawyers have no doubt 
that their client was used as a patsy 
for this history changing political 


victims-the Senator and Mr. Sirhan- 
but makes a mockery of the criminal 
justice system in this Republic. We 
fervently hope that, at long last, the 
Court will grant the writ and set this 
innocent man free, order a new trial 
or, in the very least, set the matter 
down for an evidentiary hearing. To 
this end we ask for the support of the 
general public in every way possible, 
for the denial of justice to any one of 
us, diminishes the degree of freedom 
for all of us." 
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DO YOU WANT IT IN YOUR BODY? 

Science is Coming to the Conclusion that 

Flu Vaccine is Barely Effective and Risky 


By A. Kronstadt 


A growing number of people 
around the world have been 
questioning the need for the 
medical procedure of vaccination, 
either in general or in regard to 
particular vaccines that have proven 
ineffective and, as we will discuss 
further, genuinely unsafe. The 
medical profession has reacted 
indignantly to this "unscientific" 
rebellion against their hegemony. Is 
this rebellion against the received 
authority in regard to vaccination a 
reaction against science, on a level 
with creationism as some doctors 
would have it, or is it the result of 
more and more of us investigating 
for ourselves the facts and statistics in 
regard to vaccination and performing 
our own risk/benefit analyses? Have 
we become stubborn conspiracy 
theorists or are we simply taking 
responsibility for our own health? 

According to Reuters (February 
21,2013), a study by the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
and Prevention has estimated that 
the effectiveness of this season's flu 
vaccine "based on studies of 2,697 
children and adults enrolled in the 
U.S. Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness 
Network during between December 
3 and January 19" [http://www. 
cdc.gov/flu/about/ season/flu- 
season-2012-201 3.htm] was only 
56% for influenza A, the strain of the 
flu virus characterized as the most 
deadly, and somewhat more effective 

in nrntnrtinn n^nnlp from infli R 


or not are rather qualified and 
unenthusiastic. In answer to the 
question "Do recent vaccine 
effectiveness study results support flu 
vaccination?," all they have to say for 
themselves is the following: 

"The large numbers of flu- 
associated illness and death in the 
United States, combined with the 
evidence from many studies showing 
that flu vaccines help to provide 
protection, support the current U.S. 
flu vaccination recommendations. It's 
important to note, however, that how 
well flu vaccines work will continue to 
vary each year, depending especially 
on the match between the flu vaccine 
and the flu viruses that are spreading 
and causing illness in the community, 
as well as the characteristics of the 
person being vaccinated." 

However, the CDC does not 
provide an honest risk/benefit 
assessment of commercially 
available flu vaccines because it 
fails to take into account the risks of 
the vaccine and the possibility that 
some unforeseen property of one 
of its components might actually 
undermine the health of people into 
whose bodies it is injected. 

In 2009, thirty million people in 
the European Union were vaccinated 
with Pandemrix-manufactured by 
GlaxoSmithKline-a vaccine against 
theHINI "swine flu" pandemic 
strain of influenza virus which was 
supposed to sweep through Europe 

p^nrl thp world thpt up^r PpnrlpmriY 


study indicate a four-fold increased 
risk of narcolepsy in children and 
adolescents below the age of 20 
vaccinated with Pandemrix, compared 
to children of the same age that were 
not vaccinated." More recent statistics 
showed that Pandemrix-associated 
narcolepsy had been found in a total 
of 12 European countries, and that as 
many as 800 children were affected. 

Narcolepsy has been identified 
as an autoimmune condition-the 
patient's immune system is attacking 
an important neurotransmitter in the 
brain, orexin, needed for the attention 
response. Pandemrix contains an 
"adjuvant" or compound that is added 
to stimulate the immune response 
to the influenza virus proteins. 
Adjuvants have been known to cause 
autoimmune reactions because, in 
addition to stimulating the immune 
reaction against the intended 
virus, they may also stimulate side 
reactions against proteins normally 
present in the patient's body. The 
adjuvant in Pandemrix is squalene, 
a compound that is routinely used 
to induce autoimmune diseases in 
laboratory rats. Squalene has always 
been a controversial additive and 
its use in vaccines is banned in the 
U.S. It is added mostly for economic 
reasons-the virus proteins are 
expensive and with squalene, which 
is a relatively cheap compound, it is 
possible to get a stronger immune 
reaction at a lower cost. Squalene 
adjuvants added to an anthrax vaccine 
have been implicated in the Gulf War 
Syndrome that affected almost half 
of all veterans of the first Persian Gulf 
war in 1990-1991, causing diffuse, 
persistent symptoms including fatigue, 
headache, memory problems, muscle 
and joint pain, and diarrhea, ranging 
up to terminal tumors. However, 
these U.S. personnel were exposed 


because they were discovered by 
accident as contaminants that kick 
up an inflammatory response, like 
rubbing dirt into a wound, and to this 
day their effects are difficult to gauge 
in advance. GlaxoSmithKline may have 
tested the vaccine and found it to be 
safe, but the batch that got into Europe 
had a little more "dirt" in it in addition 
to the squalene, and produced an 
immune response that was random, 
uncontrollable, and dangerous. 

GlaxoSmithKline still maintains 
not only that their flu vaccines in 
general are safe, but that Pandemrix 
itself is safe for adults and is only 
contraindicated for people under 
18 because that is the age range 
where narcolepsy has occurred. Very 
rational-but knowing what we have 
already found out, do we as adults 
want this corporate snot injected into 
our bodies? A large enough dose of 
squalene is capable of mounting an 
immune response to any number of 
proteins in our bodies. Autoimmune 
reactions to our own proteins are 
responsible not only for narcolepsy, 
but for rheumatoid arthritis, psoriasis, 
inflammatory bowel disease, lupus, 
asthma, and a host of other infirmities, 
ranging from the annoying to the 
terminal. For a lousy 56% to 67% 
protection level, down to 9% in older 
people, are we going to allow them 
to inject us with some unknown 
concoction that may leave us with 
painful symptoms lasting the rest of 
our lives? 

Vaccination only exploits the 
capabilities of our own immune 
system. A healthy immune system can 
mount its own immune response to a 
virus without the vaccine, as we know 
from the fact that many people skip 
the vaccine and do not come down 
with the flu, even when exposed to 
people who have the disease. A weak 






season-zu i z-zu i j.nimj was only 
56% for influenza A, the strain of the 
flu virus characterized as the most 
deadly, and somewhat more effective 
in protecting people from influenza B, 
a strain with a lower mortality, with an 
effectiveness level of 67%. 

The way that the CDC arrives at 
these numbers is by comparing the 
number of people in a group that 
received the vaccine and nevertheless 
ended up seeking medical attention 
for the flu to a control group of 
people who received a placebo and 
either did or did not get sick. The 
CDC explains that the statistic for 
influenza A (56%) implies that persons 
vaccinated run slightly less than half 
the risk of contracting the disease 
as the unvaccinated, while the 67% 
for influenza B means that persons 
vaccinated have only a third of the 
risk. 

Proponents of the flu vaccine 
might argue that owing to the high 
mortality rate among the elderly and 
other people with weak immune 
systems, these populations need any 
edge against the disease that they 
can get, and, even considering the 
rather disappointing statistics cited 
above, they should be vaccinated. 
Unfortunately, the same CDC report 
indicates that the vaccine was far less 
effective in protecting elderly people 
than the general population who 
received it Using the same statistical 
criteria explained above, the vaccine 
was 9% effective in protecting people 
65 and older from influenza A. The 
CDC cites as the reason for this the 
fact that older people have weaker 
immune systems to begin with and 
often do not mount as strong an 
immunological response to the 
vaccine as younger people. 

Even the CDC's own 
recommendations regarding whether 
people should get vaccinated 


uiaxo^mitnMine-a vaccine against 
theHINI "swine flu" pandemic 
strain of influenza virus which was 
supposed to sweep through Europe 
and the world that year. Pandemrix 
was described as a "mock-up" vaccine 
using a different strain of virus, H5N1, 
whose properties were supposed 
to overlap with the HI N1 strain, and 
the people who received it were only 
taking it on faith that it would actually 
protect them from the feared H1N1 
virus, which claimed about 18,000 
fatalities worldwide, but did not 
spread anywhere near as far as the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and other authorities had predicted. 
By May, 2010, the number of cases of 
H1N1 had dropped exponentially and 
the outbreak was no longer referred 
to as a pandemic, causing many to 
accuse the WHO of fear-mongering. 

In August 2010, health authorities 
in Finland and Sweden began 
receiving reports of occurrences 
of a condition called narcolepsy 
in young people 12 to 16 years of 
age who had been vaccinated with 
Pandemrix. Narcolepsy is a life-long 
debilitating condition in which the 
person affected does not experience 
a normal sleep-waking cycle, but falls 
asleep unpredictably. Narcolepsy 
is also associated with psychiatric 
problems such as paralytic seizures 
in response to emotional stimulation, 
and children affected by the 
condition experience difficulties in 
learning and other attention-related 
activities. 

Over the course of their 
investigation, Finnish health 
authorities found a total of 152 
cases of narcolepsy in Finland 
during 2009 and 2010 and that 
90% of these children had taken the 
Pandemrix vaccine. From Sweden 
came the conclusion that "Results 
from a Swedish registry based cohort 


headache, memory problems, muscle 
and joint pain, and diarrhea, ranging 
up to terminal tumors. However, 
these U.S. personnel were exposed 
to so many unnatural substances-not 
only vaccines, but antidotes to nerve 
gas and pollutants from burning oil 
wells-that it is difficult to pinpoint 
the ones that are responsible for their 
symptoms. 

Pandemrix was also administered 
to hundreds of thousands of people 
in Canada, but no cases of narcolepsy 
were reported there. The vaccine 
that was administered in Canada was 
produced in a different factory from 
that in Europe, though it was supposed 
to contain the same ingredients, 
including the same amount of 
squalene. 

Immunologists refer to adjuvants 
as vaccination's "dirty little secret" 


from the fact that many people skip 
the vaccine and do not come down 
with the flu, even when exposed to 
people who have the disease. A weak 
immune system, on the other hand, 
provides little protection with or 
without the vaccine. It is well known 
by now that one measure that we can 
all take is to cut down on the empty 
calories and fatty meats and add more 
green leafy vegetables to our diets. 
What corporations want is for us to 
eat corporate diets that make us sick 
and then get us to spend money on 
corporate medicine to get better. By 
improving our diets and getting rid of 
the stressful social attitudes that drag 
down our physical energies we can 
develop our immunity from within and 
forget about Big Pharma's ineffective 
and dangerous remedies. 



SUPER 


STORE PRICES, SMALL STORE SERVICE! 

Bay • Sell * Trade * Rent • Repair 

New, Used and Vintage Musical Instruments 


21 EAST 3RD ST. (212) 991-4930 

NEW YORK, NY 10003 WW.EVMNYC.COM 


WHO KNOWS WHERE 
EVIL LURKS? THE 
SHADOW KNOWS!! 










SHADOW FILM REVIEW: 


Evocateur: The Morton Downey Jr. Movie 
co-directors Jeremy Newberger, Seth 
Kramer and Daniel A. Miller 

By Paul DeRienzo 


Twenty-Five years ago the Morton 
Downey Jr. Show burst forth from TV 
studios in Secaucus, New Jersey where 
right-wing mobs of white suburbanites, 
cops and crazed anarchists did 
battle with Black nationalists, Nazi's 
Klansmen, skinheads, squatters, 
druggies and anyone else with a 
beef and the nerve to take on the 
beast. Arguably, Downey was the 
unwitting spark behind the Tompkins 
Square Park police riot and he 
pushed the Tawana Brawley story 
until Al Sharpton and Roy Innis came 
to blows on national television. Was 
Downey the godfather of trash talk 
TV, the prototype for Glenn Bleck and 
Rush Limbaugh? Was he a CIA plant 
to draw out leftists before mobs of 
screaming fascists, a populist in drag 
or a silly grown up kid getting revenge 
against an abusive father? These 
are the questions directors by Seth 
Kramer, Daniel A. Miller and Jeremy 
Newberger hope to answer in their 
biopicfilm Evocateur: The Morton 
Downey Jr. Movie shown recently at 
the Maysles Theater in central Harlem, 
which was followed by a Q&A with civil 
rights activist Roy Innis, MSNB host 
Toure and director Newberger. 

The film manages to tell the 


coliseum against their natural enemies: 
Dana Beal, Aron Kay and Jerry the 
Peddler versus Curtis and Lisa Sliwa 
(yes the Guardian Angel founder was 
once married to Fox News reporter 
Lisa Evers); squatters Frank Morales 
and John the Communist versus the 
anti-homeless homeless advocate 
George McDonald of the Doe Fund; 
Skinheads and Nazis against Jewish 
radical activists Mordechai Levy and AJ 
Weberman; Tawana Brawley advisor 
Rev. Al Sharpton versus conservative 
civil rights activist Roy Innis. They all 
duked it out verbally and sometimes 
physically before a crowd of screaming 
right-wing New Jersey fanatics 
chanting "Mort, Mort Mort." 

The film uses footage from 
many of these confrontations to tell 
the story, as well as animations and 
behind the scenes footage from the 
confrontations ramped up during the 
commercial breaks. The documentary 
also tells the story of Downey's 
childhood, as the son of Morton 
Downey Sr., considered in the 1930s 
as the first great American Idol style 
singer, an Irish tenor who once sang 
the national anthem at the Democratic 
National Convention. Downey Sr. was 
an abusive father who apparently 


SHADOW #54 (SUMMER 2013) PAGE 15 



to "instruct him that I would not stand 
idly by." Innis said Sharpton got up in 
a "hostile posture, and well, I grease 
up in Harlem too." Despite the public 
fight, Innis said the two were friends 
at the time and remain friends today. 

Lower East Siders saw an epic 
confrontation set off on a hot night 


of the community by a small group 
of right-wingers led by Community 
Board Three member Antonio Pagan 
After a few words, a spilled beer and 
a fight with the cops, the stage was 
set for the infamous police riot a 
week later on August 6. 

After a meteoric rise, the Morton 







which was toilowed by a U&A with civil 
rights activist Roy Innis, MSNB host 
Toure and director Newberger. 

The film manages to tell the 
fascinating story of the rise and 
tragic fall of Morton Downey Jr., his 
relationship with his equally if even 
more famous father and the impact 
he had on television. The show was 
on WWOR-TV for only two years and 
national syndication for barely a year 
before it was yanked following an 
infamous scandal where Downey 
faked being kidnapped and beaten by 
skinheads. An incident where Downey 
apparently scrawled a poorly drawn 
swastika with a magic marker on his 
own face, strangely mirroring the 
Tawana Brawley hoax. Briefly before 
his precipitous downfall The Morton 
Downey Jr. Show was one of the 
highest rated program on TV airing on 
30 different stations. 

Among Downey's guests were 
numerous luminaries of the Lower 
East Side squatters, homeless activists 
and marijuana advocates, often pitted 
like animals in an ancient Roman 
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singer, an Irish tenor who once sang 
the national anthem at the Democratic 
National Convention. Downey Sr. was 
an abusive father who apparently 
belittled, bullied and beat his son 
who developed a rage against both 
his father and the Democratic party, 
despite being raised next door to the 
Kennedy compound and his long time 
friendship with Senator Ted Kennedy. 

Evocateur focuses on the Brawley 
affair and the incident where Innis 
decks Sharpton, starting a street fight 
live on the set. Innis, now old and 
frail, but still clear minded, told The 
SHADOW about the incident from his 
own experience. Innes says that after 
Sharpton called him out, Innis got up 


fight, Innis said the two were friends 
at the time and remain friends today. 

Lower East Siders saw an epic 
confrontation set off on a hot night 
on July 30, 1988, in Tompkins Square 
Park, when, after several television 
appearances by squatters, Downey, 
who seemed to like the squatter 
anarchist scene despite his many 
hostile on air remarks, tried to bring 
the natural enemies of Curtis Sliwa 
and Jerry the Peddler together at an 
event featuring a well-stocked bar. 
Afterwards, the slightly inebriated 
anarchists were delivered to 
Tompkins Square Park at midnight, 
just as police arrived to enforce a 
curfew imposed behind the back 


a fight with the cops, the stage was 
set for the infamous police riot a 
week later on August 6. 

After a meteoric rise, the Morton 
Downey Jr. Show dropped as fast as 
it became known that the alleged 
bathroom attack by skinheads was a 
hoax. In the fall of 1989, as quickly as 
it had begun, the show was off the air. 

Downey never had the same 
level of fame again. He died in 2001 
after a long bout with lung cancer 
brought on by his life long and 
trademark cigarette habit. Though 
forgotten by many, Morton Downey 
Jr will remembered by some as the 
man who started the riot in Tompkins 
Square Park. 
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WHO REALLY RUNS COOPER UNION? 

Continued from page 1 


Bank of New York. In addition, Gural 
is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Real Estate Board of New York 
and a former Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Times Square 
Business Improvement District. 

The Bristol-Myers Squibb Connection 

Under a July 2013 agreement 
that ended a two-month occupation 
of the office of current Cooper Union 
president, Jamshed Bharucha, by 
students protesting against the 
Cooper Union Administration's 
abandonment of its free tuition policy, 
a "Working Group" was set up whose 
academic community members will 
receive "any financial information 
that is more detailed than what is 
used in public reporting...only on 
the basis of strict confidentiality;" and 
which will be chaired by two Cooper 
Union trustees: American Racing & 
Entertainment Chairman Jeff Gural 
and former Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Company Vice President for Corporate 
Development Mike Borkowsky. 

Coincidentally, around the time 
Cooper Union Trustee Borkowsky 
was the Vice President for Corporate 
Development at Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Company in the late 1990s 
and early 21st-century, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb was accused by ACT-UP 
activists of price-gouging on the 
anti-HIV medicines it marketed. In 
addition, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission [SEC] accused Bristol- 
Myers Squibb of falsely inflating its 
revenue around the same time that 
Cooper Union Trustee Borkowsky 
was apparently the Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Company's Vice President for 
Corporate Development. 


allowed to participate. 

According to Vassar College's 
Form 990 financial filing for 2010, 
between July 1,2010 and June 30, 
2011, Cooper Union Trustee "Cappy" 
Hill was given a total compensation 
package of $619,963 by "non-profit" 
Vassar College for being Vassar 
College's president. In addition, 
Vassar College provided the former 
World Bank employee-turned college 
president an "on-campus house" and 
paid "annual dues for clubs" that the 
Vassar College President Hill joined. 

One reason Vassar College can 
apparently provide such a generous 
total compensation package to 
Cooper Union Trustee Hill is that 
the market value of Vassar College's 
endowment-$867 million-is even 
greater than the current market value 
of Cooper Union's endowment. Only 
90 other U.S. universities or colleges 
have endowments whose market 
value exceeds that of Vassar College; 
and only 15 other liberal arts colleges 
have endowments whose market 
value exceeds that of the college 
whose president is now also a Cooper 
Union trustee. 

As The Miscellany News student 
newspaper noted in an April 25, 

2012 article, "Vassar's investment 
portfolio...features stakes in oil pump 
manufacturers, tobacco corporations 
and other controversial bodies;" 
and "is comprised of a diverse pool 
of assets-stocks, bonds, shares in 
mutual funds, hedge funds, private 
equity and venture capital, real 
estate partnerships, and oil and gas 
partnerships are all in the mix." 

Besides being Vassar College's 
president, Cooper Union Trustee 



WHY YOUR TUITION 
is SO DAMN HIGH. 


{A simple diagram.} 


Administration 
takes out huge loans & 
spends beyond its means. 

; Yay, shiny new buildings!”! 


Administration 
raises tuition. 

“We realty hate to, 
but we have no choice!' 


School runs out of money. 
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Cooper Union reduced in order for 
the college to continue providing 
free tuition, as per the mandate under 
which Cooper Union was established 
in 1859. Otherwise, perhaps the 
Cooper Union Administration should 
lose its special city tax break privilege 
on its Chrysler Building commercial 


matriculated Cooper student, gets 
a direct benefit from Cooper's tax 
exemption..." 

Given how the class interests 
of the wealthy folks who currently 
sit on the Cooper Union board of 
trustees and undemocratically rule 
Cooper Union in conflict with the 















Cooper Union Trustee Borkowsky 
was apparently the Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Company's Vice President for 
Corporate Development. 

Some of the surplus profits that 
Bristol-Myers obtains from exploiting 
its workers and apparently over¬ 
charging consumers for some of the 
medical drugs it sells are apparently 
used by the corporation's Bristol- 
Myers Squibb Foundation to help 
fund some U.S. universities and 
campus research projects that might 
benefit the special economic interests 
of pharmaceutical industry firms, like 
Bristol-Myers Squibb. According to 
the Bristol-Myers Squibb website, 
for example, over $3.2 million worth 
of "grants" were given to at least 22 
U.S. universities in 2012, including 
$1.3 million in grant money to the 
University of Massachusetts, 558,000 
in grant money to Johns Hopkins 
University, and $475,000 in grant 
money to the University of Florida. 

Ironically, although Cooper 
Union Trustee Borkowsky is a former 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company vice- 
president for Corporate Development, 
no grant money was apparently 
given to Cooper Union in 2012 by 
the "non-profit" Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation. 

The Vassar College-Yale University/ 
Bain Capital Connection 

Officially, Cooper Union is not 
institutionally affiliated with either 
Vassar College or Yale University. 

Yet, in June 2013, a member of the 
Yale Corporation governing board 
and policymaking body for Yale 
University and the president of Vassar 
College named Catharine "Cappy" 

Hill was elected to a post on the 
Cooper Union board of trustees by a 
unanimous vote-in an "election" in 
which neither Cooper Union students, 
Cooper Union faculty members, 
Cooper Union workers or Lower 
East Side community residents were 


estate partnerships, and oil and gas 
partnerships are all in the mix." 

Besides being Vassar College's 
president, Cooper Union Trustee 
"Cappy" Hill also sits next to a Bain 
Capital founder and managing 
director who has focused on 
consumer and retail companies-Yale 
Investment Committee Member 
Joshua Bekenstein-on Yale 
University's governing board: the Yale 
Corporation. 

Given "non-profit" and tax- 
exempt Yale University's apparent 
business relationship to Bain Capital 
and Cooper Union Trustee Hill's 
colleague on the Yale Corporation 
board, Bain Capital Managing 
Director Josh Bekenstein, it's not 
surprising that the market value of 
Yale University's endowment has 
apparently been able to increase 
during the last 20 years. In a July 16, 
2012 article, for example, The Nation 
magazine noted that Bain Capital 
(a private equity firm to which 2012 
GOP presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney has also been connected 
to historically) "makes its money by 
buying functional US manufacturing 
and service firms and rendering 
them dysfunctional," "guts American 
companies, ripping out whatever 
parts are profitable and then tossing 
the workers aside," "forces cuts 
in wages, benefits and pensions," 
"outsources work" and "offshores 
production-harming American 
workers and communities and 
undermining American industries.... " 
Cooper Union and 
The Chrysler Building 

Perhaps the ultra-rich folks 
who rule Cooper Union who no 
longer want to provide a tuition-free 
education to students who enter 
the college after the Fall of 2014 
should have their pay and other 
compensation they receive from 
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Cooper Union Administration should 
lose its special city tax break privilege 
on its Chrysler Building commercial 
real estate property. 

As the New York Times noted in its 
December 9, 2009 issue: "The Chrysler 
Building sits on grounds owned by 
Cooper Union...Instead of paying 
property tax to the City, the Chrysler 
Building pays Cooper Union, which 
is tax exempt. As such, even though 
the Chrysler Building would, like any 
other commercial structure, be paying 
real estate taxes, not a single dollar in 
taxes has gone to New York since its 
construction..." 

Werner Cohn noted in his 1996 
study, titled "Cooper Union and 
The Chrysler Building" that "The 
institution's library, which Peter 
Cooper had ordained to be free to 
the community, is now closed to 
the public. So it cannot be said that 
the City's taxpayer, unless he is a 


sit on the Cooper Union board of 
trustees and undemocratically rule 
Cooper Union in conflict with the 
class interests of Cooper Union's 
students, it's not surprising that nearly 
50 Cooper Union students occupied 
the office of unelected Cooper Union 
president Jamshed Bharucha on 
May 8 in order to protest the Cooper 
Union Administration's decision to 
discontinue Cooper Union's free 
tuition policy. 

But until Cooper Union is 
eventually ruled democratically by a 
political alliance of anti-corporate and 
anti-war students, workers and Lower 
East Side neighborhood residents and 
not by the Cooper Union board of 
trustees and Bharucha, it will likely still 
not be a "free college in a free society," 
that is politically free of U.S. power 
elite, Real Estate Industry, Wall Street 
and plutocratic control. 
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"TERROR ENHANCEMENT" RULE 
GIVES FEDS TERRIFYING POWERS 


Continued from page 9 


a couple weeks in jail once. Every bid 
you've done of more than thirteen 
months gets you three points; sixty 
days gets you a point; re-offending 
within two years gets you more points; 
a conviction while on release or 
probation gets still more, and so on. 
Someone who has spent some time in 
jail will be perhaps Category II or Ilk- 
thirteen history points or more gets you 
the top level, Category VI, reserved for 
"career criminals" who are essentially 
incorrigible offenders, and perhaps like 
tinned mackerel too much. 

Now the Judge looks at your 
adjusted conduct score, and places 
it in the appropriate Criminal History 
category: a bean-counter's chart of 
punishment traces where the columns 
and rows intersect, and doles out your 
sentence in months. In this sense, 
Criminal History acts as a magnifier: 
your 15 points for taking part in an 
interstate weed-delivery service, 
placed in Category I, gets you 18 to 
24 months. The same crime, when 
you're a Category VI, gets you 41 to 51 
months. As the criminal conduct points 
get bigger, the magnifying effect 
of Criminal History in-creases. It's 
deadly math. 

So much for the woeful calculus 
that every convict in a federal prison 
can cite, chapter and verse. Where 
this gets interesting, under the logic 
of the new national surveillance 
state, is in the application of the 
Terrorism Enhancement rule in 
federal sentencing for domestic 


Yet, the Terrorism Enhancement 
has been used extensively in the years 
since 9-11 to turn some relatively 
minor acts into world-historical crimes 
of terrorism, rooting out domestic 
"terror networks" using informants 
and "slow-cooking" otherwise petty 
criminals into international villains. 

It isn't uncommon now to pick up 
the paper and read about bumbling 
townies, goaded by an infiltrator 
and promises of cash, trying to buy a 
Stinger missile (the Newburgh Four); 
or a group of Muslims playing paint¬ 
ball and listening to radical lectures, 
sympathetic to or active with Lashkar- 
e-Taiba (the Virginia Paintball Jihad 
Network). [Trevor Aaronson, in his 
terrific 2013 book, The Terror Factory: 
Inside the FBI's Manufactured War on 
Terror (IG Publishing, Brooklyn) writes 
that the FBI now has 15,000 paid 
informants, on the payroll nationwide, 
and delves into the typically shady, 
criminal backgrounds of the Bureau's 
"human sources."] 

The Enhancement's mechanical 
application adds twelve points to 
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gives us a tutorial on the federal 
trifecta of counter-terrorism tools: 
a domestic 'conspiracy,' informant- 
driven, with the Enhancement applied 
at sentencing, smooth as a Swiss 
watch. Mohamed Alessa and Carlos 
Almonte, two born-and-bred Jersey 
boys, plotted to travel to Somalia 
and join al-Shabaab, the east African 
FTO-Foreign Terrorist Organization. 
Alessa - a Palestinian-American - was 
expelled from a dozen schools since 
age six for his behavior, growing 
up post-9/11, barely two miles from 
'Ground Zero,' in the sprawl north of 
Jersey City. He'd had mental health 
treatment at various times; hung with 
a street gang; and generally behaved 
like a rowdy teenager. Around age 
fifteen, he began dressing in military 
clothes, adopted an anti-American 
rhetoric that scared his teachers and 
classmates, and surfed "jihadist" 
material online. Teased at school, he 
fought back with his fists and curses, 
including a tossed off threat to blow 
up the VoTech school. An expulsion 
followed, then Family Court, where 
he threatened a probation officer, 
earning a short sentence in the county 
juvie home-which put him on the 
radar of the New York City FBI Joint 
Terrorism Task Force. 

By age sixteen, Alessa had FBI 
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Both boys got the 
Enhancement-making their 
guideline sentence range thirty years 
to life. Alessa had no adult criminal 
record-zero Criminal History points, 
or Category I - but he was moved 
to the "career criminal" Category VI 
by 3A1.4. At sentencing, the judge 
noted that "no one had been hurt" by 
the conspiracy, and that Alessa had 
a history of mental problems, then 
sentenced him April 15th 2013 to 22 
years in prison. Almonte received 20 
years. In sum, their "crime" consisted 
of rash "jihadi" talk (into an agent's 
microphones), playing video games 
and paintball, looking at online 
content, and body-building. No other 
criminal acts were alleged by the 
government, as the "conspiracy" to 
fight for a designated FTO satisfied 
the elements of planning for a crime 
of terror intended to influence a 
foreign state, and the "jihadi training" 
completed the conspiracy. That 
the boys never went anywhere, or 
possessed a weapon, or made a 
bomb, or hurt or tried to hurt anyone, 
or attempted to do any of these things, 
simply didn't matter: once the "plot" 
to join al-Shabaab was hatched with 
the informant, and they played paint¬ 
ball and talked shit, the crime was 
complete. The Terrorism Enhancement 
did the rest. 

The government has about 
an 80% success rate at applying 
the Terrorism Enhancement, 
and only a few federal judges 
have voiced concern about the 
sentencing practice. But when the 
use of Conspiracy prosecutions 
as a kind of preemptive strategy 
against dissenting political action 
combines with the widespread 
use of federal agents as infiltrating 
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state, is in the application ot the 
Terrorism Enhancement rule in 
federal sentencing for domestic 
cases. 

Congress asked the Sentencing 
Commission in the years after the 
1993 World Trade Center and 
1995 Oklahoma City bombings 
to beef up guidelines for some 
fifty-plus existing crimes, when 
they are committed with some 
intent of terror-either to influence 
governments, or terrorize citizens 
for political reasons, in order "to 
adequately punish a terrorist for 
his offense," when the acts were 
"involved... or intended to promote 
a federal crime of terrorism," 
thus earning the enhancement at 
sentencing. 

In other words, the Terrorism 
Enhancement looks to the general 
motives of the criminal, to seek 
an extra punishment for political 
objectives in the commission of a 
crime. In some cases, this can boil 
down simply to the speech you 
engaged in (talk and writing), and 
even the speech you consumed (web 
sources you boned up on) in the 
course of your conspiracy. 

We can understand the 
congressional intent well enough: 
what city-dweller among us does not 
deplore the depravity of the Tsarnaev 
brothers, and their plan to murder and 
maim people at the Boston Marathon, 
seemingly for the thrill of it, with their 
in-coherent, warmed-over, third-rate 
jihadist nihilism behind the bloody 
deed? Who among us would not want 
to see a special helping of punishment 
spooned out to the evil Dzokhar-a 
kid with zero Criminal History points/ 
Category I, by the way-who survived 
his older brother's attempt to "hold 
court in the street?" No one will shed 
any tears for the man as he goes away 
for a life sentence, enhancement or not. 


whatever the raw criminal score is, 
and then moves the defendant to 
Category VI automatically-no matter 
if the defendant has no criminal 
back-ground whatsoever. The effect 
all but guarantees sentence ranges 
of thirty years to life, and gives the 
prosecution a very heavy cud-gel to 
wield in the plea process. Together 
with the "conspiracy" card-that is, 
prosecution of mere plotting tied 
to a few banal "overt acts," and the 
wide-spread use of undercover police 
informants, the Justice Department 
holds a stacked hand, able to impute 
terrorist planning to dunderheaded 
would-be conspirators, their friends 
or associates, and then apply the 
Enhancement at sentencing to 
guarantee big numbers. Such 
power guarantees co-operators, and 
discourages anyone from trying to go 
to trial to prove he isn't a "terrorist." 
The threat of the Enhancement may 
touch everyone in a conspiracy 
indictment, no matter what he or she 
may have done. 

As a prosecutorial tool, it 
has been used in cases against 
environmentalists (Earth First!), animal 
rights activists (ALF), anti-war activists, 
Occupy dissenters and plotters 
(Occupy Cleveland), and against 
hapless Muslim and Arab-Americans, 
caught up in federal sting operations. 

The "Jersey Jihad" bust from 2010 


agents watching his family, tailing 
him, and talking to his neighbors. 

As he turned eighteen, an older 
Egyptian guy from the mosque 
became Mohamed's best friend, 
stoking his radical ideas, and they 
watched jihadi content together on¬ 
line, went to the gym to body-build, 
hiked, played paint-ball and hours of 
"CounterStrike" and "Call of Duty." 
Both young men obsessed over 
battle and glory-they embraced 
Islamism and worked it into their rap, 
quit drinking beer and smoking pot. 
Mohamed and Carlos, pushed by the 
FBI informant, hatched a half-baked 
notion to travel to Somalia, join the 
militia and fight on the battle-field. 
Though neither of the young men 
spoke Somali, or knew how to get 
there, or had any contacts with al 
Shabaab, the informant told them it 
was all arranged. In June 2010, the 
boys were arrested at JFK by the 
Feds, boarding flights to Egypt. 

In their indictment, all the 
innocuous games and talk Alessa did 
with the FBI agent the previous year 
were trans-formed into crimes-paint 
ball, video games, online content they 
watched, absurd videos they made, 
working out at the gym, and even 
angry smack-talk became "proof" that 
they were training for terrorism. The 
pair pleaded guilty, rather than take 
their chances at trial. 


against dissenting political action 
combines with the widespread 
use of federal agents as infiltrating 
provocateurs, the force of the 
Terrorism Enhancement at 
sentencing brings the heavy 
hand of federal powerdown on 
defendants-often young and 
marginalized people and their 
families-with a devastating effect. 

No one will charge the Batman 
cinema shooting in Colorado as 
a terrorism crime. The Connecticut 
grammar school massacre will not 
be the work of a "terrorist"-yet who 
can think of more terrifying events in 
recent history? These domestic mass- 
killers are simply criminals, murdering 
scores of people, including grade- 
schoolers, without taint of ideology 
or political thought, and for that, the 
state will not regard them as terrorists 
at all. 

Alessa, who will be in his forties 
before he sees the streets again, will 
likely meet more than a few apolitical 
killers inside the federal penitentiary 
system, and at least some of them will 
go home sooner than he will. 

In the Long War against 'terror' 
and its domestic focus on sleeper- 
cells in our midst, the FBI and local 
law enforcement have a scalp-hunting 
mentality, backed by tremendous 
assets and a vested industrial need 
to use them in the justification of 
mounting surveillance-state agendas. 

Any prosecution that can 
be a successful "terrorism 
conviction"-preferably with a big 
sentence attached-is a scalp on 
the belt, no matter how fair or unfair 
it may be. Careers of prosecutors 
and agents alike are advanced on 
the basis of such terrorism-resume 
bullet points, and who wants to be 
left behind when they hand out the 
medals in the War on Terror? 
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incorrigible offenders, and perhaps like 
tinned mackerel too much. 

Now the Judge looks at your 
adjusted conduct score, and places 
it in the appropriate Criminal History 
category: a bean-counter's chart of 
punishment traces where the columns 
and rows intersect, and doles out your 
sentence in months. In this sense, 
Criminal History acts as a magnifier: 
your 15 points for taking part in an 
interstate weed-delivery service, 
placed in Category I, gets you 18 to 
24 months. The same crime, when 
you're a Category VI, gets you 41 to 51 
months. As the criminal conduct points 
get bigger, the magnifying effect 
of Criminal History in-creases. It's 
deadly math. 

So much for the woeful calculus 
that every convict in a federal prison 
can cite, chapter and verse. Where 
this gets interesting, under the logic 
of the new national surveillance 
state, is in the application of the 
Terrorism Enhancement rule in 
federal sentencing for domestic 
cases. 

Congress asked the Sentencing 
Commission in the years after the 
1993 World Trade Center and 
1995 Oklahoma City bombings 
to beef up guidelines for some 
fifty-plus existing crimes, when 
they are committed with some 
intent of terror-either to influence 
governments, or terrorize citizens 
for political reasons, in order "to 
adequately punish a terrorist for 
his offense," when the acts were 
"involved... or intended to promote 
a federal crime of terrorism," 
thus earning the enhancement at 
sentencing. 

In other words, the Terrorism 
Enhancement looks to the general 
motives of the criminal, to seek 
an extra punishment for political 
objectives in the commission of a 
crime. In some cases, this can boil 
down simnlv to the soeerh vou 
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Stinger missile (the Newburgh Four); 
or a group of Muslims playing paint¬ 
ball and listening to radical lectures, 
sympathetic to or active with Lashkar- 
e-Taiba (the Virginia Paintball Jihad 
Network). [Trevor Aaronson, in his 
terrific 2013 book, The Terror Factory: 
Inside the FBI's Manufactured War on 
Terror (IG Publishing, Brooklyn) writes 
that the FBI now has 15,000 paid 
informants, on the payroll nationwide, 
and delves into the typically shady, 
criminal backgrounds of the Bureau's 
"human sources."] 

The Enhancement's mechanical 
application adds twelve points to 



whatever the raw criminal score is, 
and then moves the defendant to 
Category VI automatically-no matter 
if the defendant has no criminal 
back-ground whatsoever. The effect 
all but guarantees sentence ranges 
of thirty years to life, and gives the 
prosecution a very heavy cud-gel to 
wield in the plea process. Together 
with the "conspiracy" card-that is, 
prosecution of mere plotting tied 
to a few banal "overt acts," and the 
wide-spread use of undercover police 
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like a rowdy teenager. Around age 
fifteen, he began dressing in military 
clothes, adopted an anti-American 
rhetoric that scared his teachers and 
classmates, and surfed "jihadist" 
material online. Teased at school, he 
fought back with his fists and curses, 
including a tossed off threat to blow 
up the VoTech school. An expulsion 
followed, then Family Court, where 
he threatened a probation officer, 
earning a short sentence in the county 
juvie home-which put him on the 
radar of the New York City FBI Joint 
Terrorism Task Force. 

By age sixteen, Alessa had FBI 


agents watching his family, tailing 
him, and talking to his neighbors. 

As he turned eighteen, an older 
Egyptian guy from the mosque 
became Mohamed's best friend, 
stoking his radical ideas, and they 
watched jihadi content together on¬ 
line, went to the gym to body-build, 
hiked, played paint-ball and hours of 
"CounterStrike" and "Call of Duty." 
Both young men obsessed over 
battle and glory-they embraced 
Islamism and worked it into their rap, 
quit drinking beer and smoking pot. 
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criminal acts were alleged by the 
government, as the "conspiracy" to 
fight for a designated FTO satisfied 
the elements of planning for a crime 
of terror intended to influence a 
foreign state, and the "jihadi training" 
completed the conspiracy. That 
the boys never went anywhere, or 
possessed a weapon, or made a 
bomb, or hurt or tried to hurt anyone, 
or attempted to do any of these things, 
simply didn't matter: once the "plot" 
to join al-Shabaab was hatched with 
the informant, and they played paint¬ 
ball and talked shit, the crime was 
complete. The Terrorism Enhancement 
did the rest. 

The government has about 
an 80% success rate at applying 
the Terrorism Enhancement, 
and only a few federal judges 
have voiced concern about the 
sentencing practice. But when the 
use of Conspiracy prosecutions 
as a kind of preemptive strategy 
against dissenting political action 
combines with the widespread 
use of federal agents as infiltrating 
provocateurs, the force of the 
Terrorism Enhancement at 
sentencing brings the heavy 
hand of federal powerdown on 
defendants-often young and 
marginalized people and their 
families-with a devastating effect. 

No one will charge the Batman 
cinema shooting in Colorado as 
a terrorism crime. The Connecticut 
grammar school massacre will not 
be the work of a "terrorist"-yet who 
can think of more terrifying events in 
recent history? These domestic mass- 
killers are simply criminals, murdering 
scores of people, including grade- 
schoolers, without taint of ideology 
or political thought, and for that, the 
state will not regard them as terrorists 
at all. 

Alessa, who will be in his forties 
before he sees the streets again, will 
likely meet more than a few apolitical 
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NO 7-ELEVEN COALITION TAKES IT 
TO THE STREETS! 


Continued from page 4 


"Just think, if we had a zoning 
law restricting chain stores, then New 
Yorkers could enjoy their favorite local 
places without watching them turn 
into huge global corporate human 
smuggling operations. 

"It is not an exaggeration to say 
that ability to stop the wholesale 
suburbanization and selling of New 
York lies in the hands of the people 
of New York. We've got to create the 
political will to fight against the death 
of this city. We've got to be visible 
and loud and persistent. New Yorkers 
have been sitting for it for a long time. 
We mustn't sit for it any longer." 

The opening of the new 7-Eleven 
at 11th Street and Avenue A is 


scheduled for September. Rather than 
rely on the unlikelihood that the city 
will modify zoning laws to protect 
small businesses and the community, 
the surest method by which to 
defeat 7-Eleven and other corporate 
parasites like them on the Lower East 
Side is to BOYCOTT them. 

[NO 7-Eleven's petition can be 
signed at: <http://www.change. 
org/petitions/to-the-new-york- 
city-planning-commission-and- 
city-council-allow-community-self- 
determination-to-resist-chain-stores>. 
No 7-Eleven videos can be seen 
at: <http://no7eleven.wordpress. 
com/2013/06/25/a-recap-of-sundays- 
no-7-eleven-protest/>] 


NO SPRAY COALITION: 

STOP THE GASSING OF NEW YORK CITY! 

Continued from page 4 


been done with respect to the tests 
planned for New York City subways 
and streets. The Coalition says that 
public has not even been told which 
perfluorocarbons have been and 
will be used, which makes informed 
consent impossible. 

Brookhaven National Laboratory 
has said that there will be one non- 
perfluorocarbon chemical used as 
well, but will not say what it is. Similar 
studies have used Sulfur hexafluoride 
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review. We do not give consent to 
being experimented upon." 

[The No Spray Coalition was 
founded in 1999, in opposition to the 
mass spraying of Malathion, Piperonyl 
Butoxide, Pyrethroids and other 
dangerous pesticides by the City of 
New York, under then-mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani, allegedly to kill mosquitoes 
said to be carrying West Nile Virus. 
The Coalition filed a lawsuit against 
the NYC government at the time, 
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YOUR RIGHT TO PRIVACY IS GONE 

Continued from page 12 


to people familiar with the matter. 

... AT&T has 107.3 million wireless 
customers and 31.2 million landline 
customers. Verizon has 98.9 million 
wireless customers and 22.2 million 
landline customers while Sprint 
has 55 million customers in total"); 
Siobhan Gorman & Jennifer Valentino- 
DeVries, "Government Is Tracking 
Verizon Customers' Records," Wall 
Street Journal., June 6, 2013, ("The 
National Security Agency is obtaining a 
complete set of phone records from all 
Verizon U.S. customers under a secret 
court order, according to a published 
account and former officials.") 

Sources no less than the 
President of the United States have 
acknowledged that these programs do 
exist and are operational, confirming 
much of what press accounts have 
revealed. It has also become clear that 
the fruits of this activity are utilized not 
only by the NSA, the CIA, and their 
respective subcontractors, but are 
apparently available to and accessed by 
the Department of Justice and the FBI. 

It is widely assumed that what the 
public has learned constitutes only the 
tip of the proverbial iceberg; however, 
to date it has become clear that this 
surveillance includes domestic and 
international telephone calls, the content 
of email messages, text messages and 
instant messages, video conferencing, 
and can record internet search 
histories, file transfers and live chats. 

It is believed that the programs 
in controversy are indiscriminate 
"dragnet" surveillance programs 
that are collecting this data without 
requiring individualized court 


that it is aware of its obligations under 
Brady and Rule 16. (See, annexed 
hereto as Exhibit B, Government 
response of 24 June). Remarkably, in 
its reply, the Government did not deny 
that Mr. Abu Ghaith's defense team 
has in fact been subjected to illegal 
monitoring of discussions among 
and between counsel and their staff 
while they build a defense strategy, 
which obviously includes discussions 
had with the defendant and 
various witnesses. In this regard the 
Government's failure to deny counsel's 
assertion that Abu Ghaith's defense 
has been subjected to electronic 
surveillance is deemed to be an 
admission of the fact asserted. See, 
Fed. R. Civ. P. 8(b)(6)(failure to deny an 
allegation is deemed an admission). 

In this light, and until a hearing can 
be held on the underlying claim, 
counsel seeks a temporary restraining 
order of the Court which would: (a) 
enjoin the Government and any and 
all of its agents from continuing to 
monitor in any way or by any means, 
electronic or otherwise, discussions 
had among counsel, their staff, experts, 
researchers and witnesses for Mr. Abu 
Ghaith; and (b) enjoin those agencies 
and agents who have engaged in 
such surveillance from providing or 
sharing any such information, data, 
and communications with the Office of 
the United States Attorney, the AUSA's 
or the case agents assigned the 
prosecution of this matter. 

In the case at bar, the Government 
has insinuated itself into the heart of 
the defense by apparently monitoring 
meetings, discussions and strategic 













perfluorocarbon chemical used as 
well, but will not say what it is. Similar 
studies have used Sulfur hexafluoride 
(SF6), a non-perfluorocarbon, which 
displaces oxygen in the lungs, thus 
carrying the risk of asphyxia if too 
much is inhaled. This could be fatal 
for those with pulmonary disease, 
heart disease, etc. 

In conclusion, the No Spray 
Coalition demanded that "these 
experiments on the people of New 
York City cease immediately and 
public hearings be held regarding 
the safety of these gases, as part of 
a proper environmental and health 


said to be carrying West Nile Virus. 
The Coalition filed a lawsuit against 
the NYC government at the time, 
and proposed safer alternative ways 
of repelling mosquitoes. They were 
successful in achieving a favorable 
settlement with the New York City 
government 7 years later, under the 
Clean Water Act. For more information 
and an "I Do Not Consent" form, go to: 
<http://nogasexperiments.blogspot. 
com/http://dontgasnycsubways. 
wordpress.com/i-do-not-consent/> 
The No Spray Coalition web site is: 
<http://nospray.org>] 
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"dragnet" surveillance programs 
that are collecting this data without 
requiring individualized court 
supervision; it is reported that internet 
data is being accessed directly from 
the servers of companies including 
Microsoft, Google, Yahoo, Apple and 
Facebook and from trans-Atlantic fiber 
optic cables. 

These programs include the 
large-scale collection and storage 
of a variety of types of data with 
respect to a wide range of domestic 
communications. 

Surveillance of communications 
where one party is either outside of 
the U.S., or thought to be in contact 
with anyone on a U.S. target list, is 
even more freely implemented. 

In the light of these revelations, 
on 19 June 2013 counsel requested 
of the Government that it: (a) advise 
whether such surveillance was 
underway or had occurred with regard 
to discussions and communications 
among and between the defense team 
in United States v. Abu Ghaith; (b) that 
the Government stop any and all such 
surveillance; (c) that the Government 
establish a so-called privilege team 
to ensure that any such information 
or communications be isolated and 
segregated from the AUSA's assigned 
the prosecution of this matter; and (d) 
provide counsel with copies of any and 
all such intercepted communications 
including but not limited to tapes, logs, 
transcripts or memorandum thereof. 
(See annexed hereto as Exhibit A, 
counsel's letter of 19 June 2013). On 
24 June, the Government responded 
to counsel's request by simply noting 


has insinuated itself into the heart of 
the defense by apparently monitoring 
meetings, discussions and strategic 
exchanges among counsel and staff, 
researchers and witnesses concerning 
the investigation and preparation of a 
defense for trial. In short, the electronic 
surveillance of counsel and their work 
in this case has permitted - and, unless 
stopped, will continue to permit-the 
Government to learn sensitive and 
privileged work product and strategy 
to which it has no lawful right. It has 
compromised counsels' ability to 
locate witnesses, cultivate sources, 
obtain information, and communicate 
confidential information to and from 
each other and, ultimately, Mr. Abu 
Ghaith. In addition, counsel have been 
forced to limit or cease engaging in 
certain telephone, text messages, 
e-mail and Skype conversations 
among themselves and with others 
and are compelled to travel abroad to 
have in-person conversations typically 
unnecessary, thereby undertaking 
costly and burdensome measures to 
protect the confidentiality of sensitive 
communications. 

The chilling effect of such 
surveillance on witnesses or potential 
witnesses themselves cannot be 
underestimated in a high-profile 
matter such as the one at bar; news 
of government dragnet collection of 
domestic and foreign communications 
has adversely impacted upon counsel's 
ability to conduct an investigation and 
to prepare adequately a defense. 

Under these circumstances the 
harm to Mr. Abu Ghaith is simply 
overwhelming and irreparable. 
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FROM SHADOW PRESS: 

THE SHADOW: $2.00 per issue, past 
or current. 

RICHIE BUSH: The Poor Little Oligarch 

(By Peter Kuper): Hilarious double¬ 
sided comic features George W. Bush 
as Richie Rich, with Cheney, Rummy, 
Rice, Rove and Ashcroft. 12pgs (comic 
book) $2.00. 

URBAN RIOTS + OPERATION 
GARDEN PLOT: The US Military Plan 
For Domestic "Civil Disturbance" 

(By Frank Morales): A brief history 
on the origins of Dep't. of Defense's 
Civil Disturbance plan, code-named 
Garden Plot, including details on the 
1984 Air Force plan for implementing 
Garden Plot. 16 pgs (booklet). $2.00. 
SQUATTER COMICS #1 : Comics and 
art by SHADOW artists. 16 pgs (comic 
book). $2.00. 

SQUATTER COMICS #2: More comics 
and art by Seth Tobocman, L. Van 
Abbema, Fly and Mac McGill. 48 pgs 
(comic book). $2.75 + $1 shipping. 
KILLER KOP KOMIX #1 : Satirical and 
anti-police brutality comics by Peter 
Kuper, Seth Tobocman, Fly, Sandy 
Jiminez, Becky Minnich, Mike Shafer, 
Mac McGill and L. Van Abbema. 

48 pgs (comic book). $3.50 + $1 
shipping. 

CHASE MANHATTAN BANK & THE 
NAZIS: Corporate Fascism From 
Rockefeller to Giuliani (By Frank 
Morales): Tracing continuity of 
corporate fascist-inspired conspiracy 
from the 1930s-1990s: US bankers 
funding Nazi Germany, Council 
on Foreign Relations, Trilateral 


more. 212 pgs (book). $20.00 + $3 
shipping. 

FORTUNATE SON: George W. Bush 
and The Making of an American 
President (J.H. Hatfield): Researches 
George W.'s draft-dodging, cocaine 
habit, Bush family's antisemitism, 
connections to the BCCI Scandal, 

SEC investigation for insider-trading, 
and more. After media trashing of the 
author, this book was pulled by its for¬ 
mer publisher, but was republished 
by Soft Skull Press. 415 pgs (book). 
$20.00 + $3 shipping. 

WAR IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD (Seth 
Tobocman): Documents a decade 
of struggle against police brutality + 
gentrification on the Lower East Side 
through stories told in Tobocman's 
unique black and white drawings. This 
out of print book sells for up to $100 
on Amazon! 328 pgs (book). 

$50.00 + $3 shipping. 

BLACKLISTED NEWS: SECRET 
HISTORIES FROM CHICAGO TO 
1984: A compilation of underground 
news, stories, flyers, photos, art 
and more, published by the Youth 
International Party (YIPPIE!) from 
1967-1984. This book is out of print 
and cannot be found anywhere else!! 
735 pgs (book). $30.00 + $4 shipping. 
911 MYSTERIES: First in a series of 
three films by Sofia Safqat on the 
events of Sept. 11,2001 (the other 
two will address "the hijackers" 
and the financiers behind 9/11), 
addressing demolitions at the World 
Trade Center. Chapters include: 

WTC design + construction; Facts 
about steel; Building collapses; 


and analyzes mainstream media 
footage to raise questions about what 
type of planes hit the WTC twin towers 
and the Pentagon on Sept. 11,2001, 
WTC leaseholder Larry Silverstein's 
admission of decision to "pull" 7 
WTC, interviews with firefighters who 
heard explosions throughout the WTC 
towers before they collapsed, and 
other footage broadcast only once 
and never seen again. Extras include 
local Oklahoma City TV news reports 
on April 19, 1995 on several high- 
powered explosives discovered in 
and removed from the Murrah Federal 
Bldg after the first explosion. These 
reports were killed by the following 
day and were not seen again!! 

Approx. 60 min. (DVD) $10.00 + $1.00 
shipping. 

LOOSE CHANGE 2: A great 
companion to 911 : In Plane Site, 
emphasizes controlled demolitions 
as the cause of the WTC collapses, 
examines Pentagon and WTC hits, 
black boxes, reports of WTC 
explosions, footage of explosives 
bursting from sides of twin towers, 
the shooting down of flight #93 over 
PA, cell phone calls from passengers, 
phony Bin Laden footage used by 
media, and more. Approx. Highly 
recommended! 60 min. (DVD) $10.00 
+ $1.00 shipping. 

UNCOVERED: The Whole Truth About 
The Iraq War: Takes you behind the 
walls of government, as CIA, Pentagon 
and foreign service experts speak out, 
many for the first time, detailing lies, 
misstatements and exaggerations that 
served as the reasons to fight 
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alike have been infringed upon, 
curtailed, and rolled back since 
9/11 and the USA PATRIOT Act, 
with facts and stories that illuminate 
administration lies, wrong-headed 
policies, and the real victims of these 
actions-the American people. 60 min. 
(DVD) $10.00 + $1.00 shipping. 
PAINFUL DECEPTIONS: An Analysis 
of the September 11th Attack. 

(A video supplement to the book 
Painful Questions by Eric Hufschmid) 
Could Osama Bin Laden pull off 
such a devastating attack? Can steel 
buildings collapse and crumble into 
dust? Did an unseen jet liner hit the 
Pentagon? These and other questions 
are answered in this powerfully 
analyzed, scientifically accurate 
presentation. Approx. 90 min. (DVD) 
$10.00 + $1.00 shipping. 

BUSH FAMILY FORTUNES: Award¬ 
winning reporter-sleuth Greg Palast 
on the trail of the Bush family, from 
the 2000 Florida election finagling, 
to the Saudi connection, to the Bush 
team's spiking the FBI investigation 
of the bin Laden family and the secret 
State Department plans for post-war 
Iraq. Based on Palast's hard- hitting 
investigative reports for the BBC, 
the UK's Guardian and Ob-server 
newspapers, and his book The 
Best Democracy Money Can Buy. 
Contains exclusive extras, interactive 
documents and montage art by 
Winston Smith. 60 min. (DVD) $15.00 
+ $1.00 shipping. 

THE TWO KENNEDYS: Carefully 
untangles the web of conspiracy 
between organized crime, anti-Castro 
exiles, and oil barons that resulted in 
the assassinations of John and Robert 
Kennedy. Very rare! Approx. 115 min. 
(DVD) $15.00 + $1.00 shipping. 

THE PLOT TO KILL ROBERT 
KENNEDY: Investigative journalist 
Ted Charak dissects the assassination 
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corporate fascist-inspired conspiracy 
from the 1930s-1990s: US bankers 
funding Nazi Germany, Council 
on Foreign Relations, Trilateral 
Commission, Manhattan Institute, 
Pioneer Fund, and more. 38 pgs 
(book). $4.00 -i- $1 shipping. 

GEORGE BUSH: THE SUPER-SPY 
DRUG-SMUGGLING PRESIDENT (By 
Bill Weinberg): The straight dope on 
George Bush Sr. and his family history, 
including connections, to nazis, the 
CIA, JFK assassination, the October 
Surprise, Contragate, invasion of 
Panama, John Hinckley Jr., New World 
Order, BCCI collapse, Savings + Loans 
collapse, Persian Gulf War, and more. 
Extremely informative and highly 
recommended!! 80 pgs (book). $5.00 
+ $1 shipping. 


The SHADOW and everything 
published by Shadow Press is 
available in bulk at wholesale rates. 
Please inquire for details. 


FROM OTHER SOURCES: 

WORLD WAR III ILLUSTRATED: 

Political art and comics by Seth 
Tobocman, Sabrina Jones, Peter 
Kuper, Scott Cunningham, Angela 
Bocage, Eric Drooker, Sandy Jiminez, 
Mike Diana, Mac McGill and others. 
$7.00 each + $1 shipping. 

PAINFUL QUESTIONS: An Analysis 
of the September 11 th Attack: 

Author Eric Hufschmid picks apart 
the events of Sept. 11,2001, asking 
and answering tough questions with 
photos and illustrations. 158 pgs 
(book). $15.00 +$3 shipping. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO FUCK PEOPLE 
OVER TO SURVIVE (Seth Tobocman): 
Political cartoons and comic strips 
by World War Three Illustrated co¬ 
founder and editor Seth Tobocman 
protesting the materialism of 
American culture, homelessness, 
police brutality, gentrification, nuclear 
war, environmental destruction and 
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addressing demolitions at the World 
Trade Center. Chapters include: 

WTC design + construction; Facts 
about steel; Building collapses; 
Basement explosions, interior blasts 
and ground level explosions, all 
before the collapses of both WTC 
towers; Visible explosions just before 
and as the towers collapsed; Molten 
metal; The demolition industry; Who 
knew?-including admissions of 
prior knowledge by NYC Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani and WTC leaseholder Larry 
Silverstein; The strange collapse of 7 
WTC, which was never hit by a plane. 
This documentary is a MUST have!! 
Approx. 90 min. (DVD) Only $10.00 
+ $1.00 shipping. 

911: IN PLANE SITE: Power Hour 
radio show host Dave von Kleist 
(www.thepowerhour.com) presents 
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and foreign service experts speak out, 
many for the first time, detailing lies, 
misstatements and exaggerations that 
served as the reasons to fight 
a "preemptive" war that wasn't 
necessary. This documentary offers 
an in-depth look at the unsettling 
distortion of intelligence and "spin 
and hype" presented to the American 
people, the Congress and the press. 
Fighting wars to bring about regime 
change is in breach of international 
law, yet, throughout the fall of 2002, 
and into the weeks preceding the 
invasion of Iraq in March 2003, the 
Bush administration systematically 
distorted intelligence evidence and 
misled the public in order to turn 
opinion in favor of "regime change" 
in Iraq. Features interviews with more 
than 20 experts and footage of Bush 
and his cabinet members repeatedly 
insisting they have verifiable proof of 
Iraq's WMD. 56 min. (DVD) $10.00 + 
$1.00 shipping. 

OUTFOXED: Rupert Murdoch's War 
On Journalism: "Fair and balanced"??? 
How about anything BUT?!?! For 
the first time ever, this documentary 
reveals the secrets of former Fox news 
producers, reporters, bookers and 
writers who expose what it's like to 
work for Fox News. These former Fox 
employees talk about how they were 
forced to push a "right-wing" point 
of view or risk their jobs. Examines 
media mogul Rupert Murdoch 
and his Australian company, News 
Corp., tracing how the Federal 
Communications Corn-mission (FCC) 
helped Murdoch break the rules to 
establish a fourth network in the US. 
Many extras. (DVD) $10.00 + $1.00 
shipping. 

UNCONSTITUTIONAL: The War 
On Our Civil Liberties: Made in 
conjunction with the ACLU; details 
the shocking way that civil liberties 
of American citizens and immigrants 


(DVD) $15.00 + $1.00 shipping. 

THE PLOT TO KILL ROBERT 
KENNEDY: Investigative journalist 
Ted Charak dissects the assassination 
of RFK with witnesses and forensic 
evidence, exposing destruction of 
evidence and other cover-up attempts 
by police. Very rare! Approx. 95 min. 
(DVD) $15.00 + $1.00 shipping. 
WEAPONS OF MASS DECEPTION: 
There were two wars going on in 
Iraq-one was fought with armies 
of soldiers, bombs and a fearsome 
military force. The other was fought 
alongside it with cameras, satellites, 
armies of journalists and propaganda 
techniques. One war was rationalized 
as an effort to find and remove 
Weapons of Mass Destruction-the 
other was carried out by even 
more powerful Weapons of Mass 
Deception. Put together by Danny 
Schechter "The News Dissector" of 
Globalvision. Highly Recommended! 
98 min. (DVD) $20.00+ $1.50 
shipping. 


MAILORDERS: SHADOW Press, 

P.O. Box 20298, New York, NY 10009 
INQUIRIES: <info@ShadowShop.net> 


All orders are filled upon receipt of 
payment. Please make payment by 
MONEY ORDER ONLY to: "SHADOW 
Press." (We can no longer accept 
payment by check.) 


This page contains only some of the 
publications and videos available 
through SHADOW Mail-order. We 
are always updating our SHADOW 
catalog with new and interesting 
items at reasonable prices. You can 
check out 

our latest catalog online at: <http:// 
SHADOWPress.net> or send us a self- 
addressed stamped envelope. If you 
have something we can add to our 
catalog, please turn us on!! 













E-Book: $7.00 • Print: $12.00 • Published by OR Books.Visitorbooks.com and revbilly.com 




